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October 2, 2018 

6:30 Refreshments and Social 
6:45 Business meeting 

7:00 Program 
Christ Our Savior Church 
501 Summit Ave., Winfield  

Glorious West Coast Gardens 

Victoria and Vancouver  
Presented by WAG members - Marilyn Sweeny and Diane Brown 
Do you want to travel to Victoria and Vancouver, Canada but can’t 
make it this year? No problem! This program will introduce you to 
more than 10 gardens in Victoria and Vancouver, where a blend of 

Asian, First Nation and European aesthetics combine to create some 
of the world’s most stunning gardens.   

October Hostesses Karen Blum and Dawn Harrington 

See page 6 for more meeting information 

Winfield Area Gardeners 

 

 

October, 2018  
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A Message from President Willis: 
 
Hopefully this humidity will disappear by the time we meet in 
October.   My mums are beginning to blossom and so I am looking 
forward to Fall.  Speaking of mums - our sale (given the weather) 
was successful.  Plants sold: 107 (last year 103); revenue $844.00; 
expense $560.46; profit $283.54.  We donated one plant to Christ our 
Savior Church.   A very big thanks to all the members who came to 
help.      
 
Club Business Updates:  
 
Nominating Committee: Patty Loechl and Anna Saake have agreed to 
be members of this committee.  As such they will first determine 
which current board members are willing to continue in their 
positions.   Based upon this information they will begin to contact 
members who would enjoy the opportunity to join the board and lead 
the club.  The new officers will be sworn in at the December meeting 
and will serve from January 2019 thru December 2019.   
 
By-Laws:   The draft of the Bylaws has been given to the board 
members for final review.   Once the board has accepted the By-
Laws, they will be sent to the membership for review at the 
November meeting.   The Bylaws will be voted on by the members at 
the December meeting. 
 
Reminder:   Make certain you signin at the meetings.  This data is 
helpful in planning refreshments, activities, etc.  Thanks.     

 
Pat 
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To All Members: 
At the September meeting I outlined the details of the program the Board has 
approved to honor the memory of a member who passes away. 
The general overview:  The club will work with the Winfield Library to select 
a book in honor of the member.   
The details: 
Members of the Awards and Recognition Committee shall be responsible for 
initiating and completing this action.  
WAG Budget:  $40.00 per donation per honoree 
WAG:   The committee members (A & R Committee) will select a category of 
book - gardening, conservation, etc.  It must have a connection to the mission 
of the Winfield Area Gardeners Club and have the approval of the Board.   
Library:   The library will offer a list of books within the category that has 
been selected, and order the book. 
Library:   Once the book is received, the library will put a plate in the book 
indicating the name of the person being honored, and the group who made the 
donation (WAG).  
WAG & Library:   Once the book has been received the family of the honoree 
has the option of checking out the book first.   If they choose not to, then 
WAG members may do so.  
The Library has a form for all of this, so the process is very easy.  
We have one member who is on the committee but we could use one or two 
more.    
Any questions or comments, let a Board member know. 

Pat 
 
 
Beautiful colchicum flowers. Called Fall 
Blooming Crocus and Naked Ladies ( No 
leaves now. The leaves come in the Spring.) 
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Hummingbird Migration 
According to “Journey North” (south), Southerners are saying that 
numbers of hummingbirds are increasing, while Northerners are noting 
male departures and signs that others are preparing to move.  

People have said that they’ve never seen so many “hummers” in their 
gardens. 

Most of the ones we see now are likely migrants passing through.  

That may be the case at my feeder from the fighting and chasing that’s 
been going on! 

As temperatures fall and days shorten, juveniles and females are 
preparing to go. If you watch closely you can see their tiny bellies start 
to expand. What fun to watch! 

Hummingbirds travel at a rate of about 25 miles an hour on their trip 
to Mexico. 

Ruby throated hummingbirds fly over the open waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico. They fly up to 500 miles to reach Mexico. It takes 
approximately 18-22 hours to complete this solitary flight. 

Patti Loechl 
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Monarch Update  
Still Watching Monarchs! 

 
“In a spectacular flow at least 500 miles wide, millions of Monarchs made a 
grand exodus in September from the Great Lakes Region due to strong 
northeast winds. It created a historic event of historic proportions. The skies 
were dark from the flocks in Ontario, Canada.” Wow! This is a description of 
the beginning of migration from “Journey North” South, a monitoring group 
for Monarchs and Hummingbirds. 
 
Monarchs depend on the wind to carry them South, but it can be a double 
edged sword. If the winds are too strong, individuals can be blown off course 
or injured. 
The birds fly very high. 2 to 3 times the height of trees or even higher! 
 
My visiting Monarch has continued to make a “fly-through” of my garden for 
the last several days. Perhaps he is planning on a tailwind. 
 
I continue to refer to “Journey North.org” for my information here. I urge you 
to follow this site as well. They have lots of added information! 

Patti Loechl 
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Garden Tips from Urban 
Lawns 

50% of all root growth takes place in the fall of the year if you water or it rains.  
This is when you especially want to fertilize, overseed and kill weeds.  If you have 
one blade of grass every square inch, over-seeding is a waste of money. 

Apply fall fertilizers.  You can use soybean meal, fall Lawns Alive, or Scotts.  Do 
not use 10-10-10 etc.  It is 100% water soluble.   

Kill broadleaf weeds with IronX or Weed B Gone or Scotts 2+ 2.  Apply fertilizer 
if not done in September.  Continue to lower your mower cutting height. 

• Dig up tender bulbs, such as gladiolus and dahlias, and store them indoors for the 
winter.  

• Remove all dead or dying foliage from your beds. Dispose of any woody stalks, 
diseased, or insect-ridden matter, and send the rest to the compost pile. 

• After fall clean-up, spray all of your perennial beds with this mixture: 1 can of 
beer, 1 can of regular cola (not diet), ½ cup of dishwashing liquid, and ½ cup of 
tobacco tea. (To make tobacco tea, place half a handful of chewing tobacco in an 
old nylon stocking, and soak it in a gallon of hot water until the mixture is dark 
brown.) Mix all of the ingredients in a bucket, then apply liberally with your 20- 
gallon hose-end sprayer. 

• Remove fallen leaves.  If not too heavy, mulch them. 

• Once the ground freezes, mulch perennial flower beds with chopped leaves, 
composted manure, or pine needles.  

• As soon as Jack Frost has visited your vegetable garden, remove all summer 
annuals to the compost pile. Sprinkle 1 pound of bone meal and 1 pound of Epsom 
salts per 100 sq. ft. of flower bed. Let it set for a week, and then till the soil under. 

• Mulch your roses with leaves, straw, and soil, or cover them with Styrofoam 
cones. 

Vegetable Garden 

Remove all diseased plants and discard.  Discard all tomato plants and cucumber 
vines.  Disease organisms will overwinter on them.Work in compost to feed the 
garden microbes. I used to rototill in 400 bags of leaves in the fall until I realized 
that my garden did not warm up very fast in the spring. 

Urban Oen 
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October Meeting Information 

 
Have you ever wanted to travel to British Columbia, Canada, to 
see their glorious gardens, but didn't have the time, money or 
energy? No problem!  Our program on October 2 at 6:30, will 
give you a stunning visual tour of more than 12 gardens in 
Victoria and Vancouver, where a blend of Asian, European and 
good, old-fashioned Canadian aesthetics combine to create 
some of the world’s most stunning gardens. Save the airfare and 
come to this program instead!  See you there! 

Marilyn Sweeny 
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Upcoming programs 
November 6 - Shade Gardening - Brighten up the 
Shadows  

Julie Janoski, a professional landscape designer and 
garden coach, formerly at the Growing Place, will help 
us successfully and beautifully garden in the sometimes 
difficult dark areas of our properties.   

 

December 4 - Christmas potluck 
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS 
Membership Meeting, Tuesday, September 4, 2018 
The meeting was held at Christ Our Savior Church. 

Diane Brown and Mary Lambert provided refreshments. 
23 attended the meeting. 

Pat Willis called the meeting to order at 6:50 PM.  
Joan Mruk announced that more workers were needed for the Saturday, 
September 8th Mum Sale and passed around a sign-up sheet. 
Pat Willis is seeking one more member for the nominating committee, which 
will create a slate of officers for the 2019 year. Patti Loechl and Anna Saake 
have already volunteered. One or more candidates are needed for each board 
position. The slate will be announced at the October meeting, voting will 
occur at the November meeting, and 2019 officers will be installed at the 
December, 2018 meeting. 
Pat described the memorial process the board has developed. If a member 
passes away, a sympathy card will be sent from Winfield Area Gardeners to 
the family of the member. WAG will contact the Winfield Library to select a 
book to be donated in the member’s memory. The library will obtain the 
selected title and inside the front cover will put a bookplate indicating the 
book has been donated in memory of the deceased member by Winfield Area 
Gardeners. 
To have an email sent to the whole membership, send the message to Melody 
Barszcz (melbarszcz@gmail.com), and she will send it to all members. Any 
replies to such a message should be sent to the originator of the message and 
not to Melody. (Recently such a message was sent offering some plants.) 
The board has been working on changes to the bylaws. When they are 
finalized, they will be presented for discussion and an approval vote. 
Joan Mruk gave the Treasurer’s Report: Beginning Balance, $5,009.62; 
Deposits, $70; Expenditures, $218; Ending Balance, $4,861.62. 
Pat turned the meeting over to Marilyn Sweeney who introduced Bill Karges 
of Pioneer Garden Shop in Villa Park. Bill’s topic was putting gardens to bed 
for the winter. He covered dividing plants, pruning and cutting back, 
fertilizing, mulching, protecting sensitive plants, preventing insect and disease 
problems. 
Submitted by Barbara Whitney, Secretary 
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Upcoming events outside of the club:   

 

Visit www.mortonarb.org/search-courses 

Visit www.mortonarb.org/search-courses 

Woodland Whimsy Fall Container – Th, October 4, 7-9p.m. (Fee) 

Landscape Below Ground IV Workshops – October 15 and Landscape Below Ground IV; 
International Conference on Tree Root Development in Urban Soils (presented by 
Morton Arb and the Int’l Society of Arborculture) October 15-17 

 

 

Pumpkin patch exhibit and demonstrations are free with paid admission. 
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Have you seen this guy by Rt 88 and 355? He’s a Troll and there are 6 others at the 
Arboretum. 
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www.Cantigny.org  630/260-8162 

 

 

 

  



 

 

www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                           October 
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Programs for 2018 

February 18 

 

Luncheon July 10 
Note change 
of date 

Tips for the Lazy Gardener - 
Cindy Tyley 
  

March 6 Animal Resistant Gardening -  

Mel Zaloudek 

August  7 
 

Who's Who of Owls –  
Mark Spreyer 

April  3 

 

These Are a Few of Our Favorite 
Things – Carol Cichorski 

September  4 Putting the Garden to Bed –  
Bill Kargas 

May  1 Visit to Lilacia Park 

Meeting in Lombard 

October 2 Glorious West Coast Gardens, 
Victoria and Vancouver –  
Marilyn Sweeny & Diane Brown 

June 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs for Home 
Landscape – Laura Christensen 

November 6 Shade Gardening - Brighten up 
the Shadows - Julie Janoski 

June 19 

 
June 22, 23 
Note change 
of date 

Creekside Park clean-up and 
planting 

Plant, Garage and Bake Sale 

 

December  4 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

 

 

Birthdays for October 
Diane Brown             5 

Julie Nowack             7 

Karen Gangsted          9 

Sherry Lobdell           10 

Joan Santiago             12 

Dianne Lambert         16 

Janice Schuler            24 

CLUB INFORMATION 
Membership information 
Dues for 2018: $25 per person 
Meetings: February through December: 1st Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
Regular meeting location: 
Christ Our Savior Church 
501 Summit AV, Winfield 
 
OFFICERS: 
Co-Presidents- Urban Oen 630-293-0845 
uoen40@yahoo.com 

Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 
patw307@comcast.net 
Vice President - Programs 
Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 
Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 
2nd Vice President – Membership 
Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 
xtbjansen@gmail.com  
Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 
joan.mruk@yahoo.com 
Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 
barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 
Co-Newsletter Editors  
Anita Elbe 630-293-3204 aj3204@comcast.net 
Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 melbarszcz@gmail.com 
Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 
 

 


