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WAG Meeting 

November 5, 2019 

What is an English Garden? 

By Carolyn Ulrich 
6:30 Refreshments and Social 

6:45 Business meeting 

7:00 Program 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield  

More information on Page 4 
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A Message from President Willis: 

A few things about the election of Board Members in November:  

First we hope many members come to the meeting; second, after the 

nominee slate has been stated, there will be a call for any nominees from 

the floor.   If there are no contested positions, a motion by a (non-slated) 

member and then seconded by another (non-slated) member to accept the 

slate by acclamation.  The slate will then be installed into office by 

acclamation.   The newly elected board will be voted into office at the 

beginning of the December meeting.  

 

Luncheon:  

The board also voted to continue subsidizing the luncheon thus ensuring 

that the cost to the members will remain at $25.00.  This despite the fact 

that the costs this year have increased. We felt, however, that as everyone 

was so supportive for the plant/garage/bake sale, and the financial success 

that followed, it was appropriate to continue subsidizing the luncheon.  

 

If you intend to attend the Luncheon Feb. 16, please be prepared to pay the 

$25.00 at the November Meeting.  

 

Remember to come and vote!!!!   

Pat  
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Garden Tips  

Fall is a great time to prepare for a new flower bed. Turn soil and amend if 

necessary. Freezing and thawing over winter makes soil more friable. 

 

Rake fallen leaves and compost or shred with lawn mower and place around 

landscape plants. Discard diseased leaves, twigs, and fruits. 

 

Plant hardy, spring-flowering bulbs outside until the ground freezes. 

 

Start spring bulbs in containers for inside forcing to enjoy a little bit of 

spring in February. 

 

Water landscape plants deeply, especially evergreens, before the ground 

freezes. 

 

Cut back foliage of perennials to the ground after a few hard freezes. Leave 

unusual seed heads and ornamental grasses for winter interest. 

 

Apply winter mulch to perennials and roses after a hard frost and as ground 

begins to freeze. 

 

Drain and store garden hoses. 

 

Store garden chemicals in an area above 40°F. Keep out of reach of children 

and animals. 

 

Construct a cylinder of hardware cloth, chicken wire, or fencing around 

plants to protect against rabbits, mice, and deer that damage the bark and 

twigs of plants. 
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Our November Meeting 

We hope you will join us at our next meeting on 

November 5.  Have you ever seen those beautiful 

English gardens, which seem so effortless and carefree? 

This presentation, What is an English Garden? will 

look at 5 English gardens, each totally “English” but 

each fitting a different niche in garden history.  

Our presenter will be Carolyn Ulrich. Carolyn is the editor of Chicagoland 

Gardening magazine.  She has written features and a weekly garden 

column, “The Cultivated Gardener” for the Chicago Sun-Times as well as 

additional freelance articles in many national magazines. In her “spare” 

time, Carolyn loves to garden and her garden in Chicago is well known for 

its abundant use of perennials and many types of 

roses.   

Please join us as we learn how we can bring a little 

bit of England to our own gardens. 

 

Marilyn Sweeney 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 

2020 Luncheon 

 

Our annual WAG luncheon will be February 16 at Prairie Landing Golf Course in 

West Chicago. Forms and menu details will be given at our November meeting. We 

will be collecting your completed forms and $25.00 at our meetings in both 

November and December. WAG skips our meeting for the month of January and 

our luncheon is the kick off for our new year! 

 

Carol Robin  
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Monarchs  

 

I wanted to let you know about a wonderful educational 

program that has been going on for 24 years. It is called 

“Symbolic Migration.” Children from 45 U.S. states, 

Washington, D.C., plus 5 Canadian provinces and even a school 

in South Korea have joined the project. Over 20,000 monarchs, 

created by children, have been sent to Mexico and delivered to schools near winter 

sanctuaries. Isn’t that great? 

 

Reports of Monarch Migration this year are very good! Large numbers have been 

reported. The last monarchs to emerge enter a reproductive diapause (do not 

reproduce.) 

They travel 50-100 miles a day depending on conditions. It can take them up to 2 

months to reach Mexico. The first one has already been sighted there. 

 

Hummers and Our Friends, the Birds 

 

To our surprise, our 2 last hummingbirds continued to come to our feeder this year 

till Oct. 15th. We were glad to see them, but worried that they had stayed too long! 

Somehow I think that they knew what they were doing! 

Speaking of our little friends, the birds, I thought I’d say a few words about recent 

reports of bird species’ decline.  Audubon tells us that 2/3 of American birds are at 

risk of extinction. We have lost 1 in 4 birds in the last 50 years. That’s a long time 

but still significant because they are not being replaced. There are scientific 

indicators that there has been a 14% decrease in spring migrating birds in the last 10 

years alone and a decline of 3 billion birds since 1970. 

Causes vary: habitat loss (grasslands,) pesticide use, insect decline, climate change. 

Other direct threats are outdoor cats and huge glass skyscrapers. Human influence 

over the last 50 years has chipped away at bird populations. 

Let’s stay ever vigilant. SUPPORT BIRD CONSERVATION PROGRAMS!  

 

Patti Loechl    
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS MINUTES 

Membership Meeting, Tuesday, October 1, 2019 

The meeting was held at Christ Our Savior Church. 

Pat Marino and Karen Blum provided refreshments. 

21 attended the meeting. 

Pat Willis opened the meeting at 6:50 p.m. Pat presented the treasurer’s 

report because Joan Mruk, the treasurer, was absent: 

Beginning Balance (9-1) 6,109.95 

Deposits –  

Mum sale 328.00 

Expenses –  

September speaker (100.00)   

Prosek’s (mums) (456.67) 

Ending Balance (10-1) 5,881.28 

The profit from the mum sale was $228 on the sale of 88 mums. 

Plan Commission: Karen Skillman announced that the Winfield Plan 

Commission will hold a hearing on marijuana (a.k.a. pot) on October 16. It 

is not known whether the Village Board will vote to legalize marijuana 

sales, but if it does, regulations will be needed governing such sales. 

Winfield Centennial: Winfield will observe its centennial in 2020. Ginny 

Paisey is actively involved in the planning. 

WAG 25th Anniversary: Dianne Lambert requested help locating charter 

members so they can be invited to attend the December meeting for the 

25th anniversary observation. 

Slate of Officers for 2020: The nominating committee, Marilyn Sweeny, 

Carol Robin and Karen Skillman, presented the slate of officers for 2020. 

President Patti Loechl 
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1st Vice President/Program Chairman  Marilyn Sweeny 

2nd Vice President/Membership Chairman Sue Jansen 

Secretary Barb Whitney 

Treasurer Karen Blum 

Voting will occur at the November meeting, and installation of the 2020 

officers at the December meeting. 

Marilyn said she’d like someone to work with her on the 2020 programs, 

to “learn the ropes” of scheduling programs. 

February 2020 Luncheon: Carol Robin announced that the luncheon 

would be at Prairie Landing, where it has been for the last few years, and 

suggested we might want to consider some different menu items. After 

discussion, Herb Marinated Pork Medallions and Grilled Vegetable 

Lasagna were selected. Members can sign up and pay at the November 

and December meetings. 

The evening’s program was “Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding” presented 

by David Brooks, a professional naturalist with the Spring Valley Nature 

Center in Schaumburg. 

Barbara Whitney,  

Secretary  
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

 

www.Facebook.com/DupageOrganicGardenClub 
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   www.motrtonarb.org 

Gardening and Horticulture classes |  mortonarb.org/ed-gardening or searh by 

course number | mortonarb.org/search-courses 

• Structural Pruning #H136 – Sat. Nov 2 or Thur Nov 14 9am-3pm $$ 

• Garden Design for a Changing Climate #H210 – Three Tue, Nov 5-19,m 6:30-

9pm $$ 

• Thanksgiving Table Arrangement #H023 – Sat, Nov 23 1-3pm or Tue Nov 26 

$$  
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2 Visit and Tour 

Diane Brown’s Garden 

March 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs  

Laura Christensen 

August 6 Blooming Bulbs – Nancy Bell 

DuPage Extension Master Gardener 

April 2 

 

Nature Themed Notecards 

Susan Brooks 

Sept  3 Butterfly Gardening 

Jane Grillo 

May 7 Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

Carol Chicorski 

October1 Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding 

June 4 Best New Plants 

Kim Hartman 

November 5 
 

What is an English Garden? 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2019: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December:  

1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church, 501 Summit AV, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents - Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  

dgrace05b@gmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-2605 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-204-3204  

aj3204.ae@gmail.com 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 

melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

November Birthdays 

Laura Barron            11/5 

Daria Bauer                11/8 

Marilyn Sweeny           11/12 

Maureen Kiely          11/26 
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