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WAG Meeting 

April 2, 2019 

Susan Brooks 

Nature Themed Notecards 

6:30 Refreshments and Social 

6:45 Business meeting 

7:00 Program 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield  

More information on Page 4 

   Winfield Area Gardeners 

       Celebrating 25 YEARS 

April 2019 
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A Message from President Willis: 

Well, finally we have the official start of Spring.   We can only hope that 

the weather cooperates.  As much as I am excited about spring, when I 

look at the yard, I see winter damage that will need attention soon. So this 

is a mixed blessing, especially as I saw my first rabbit today!   

 

Regardless, I have begun to think about the plants I intend to split for our 

sale and also identify some items for the garage sale.  Never too soon.   

And for the first time, we are going to advertise the sale in the Garden 

Club of Illlinois  Garden Glories publication which will hopefully expand 

our customer base.     

 

Prosek’s is going to be open until the 3rd week in June and is open for 

business now.   Probably worth a trip before they’re gone.   

 

Again, Happy Spring!  

Pat 
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APRIL Gardening tips from the 

Morton Arboretum 

As temperature warms, remove winter protective covering from plants. 

 

Replenish mulch around existing plants to a depth of 3 to 4 inches.  Keep 

mulch away from trunks. 

 

Fertilize trees and shrubs before new growth appears.  A soil test will indicate a 

nutrient deficiency. Follow recommendations for fertilizer and pH adjustments. 

 

Weather permitting, dig and move trees and shrubs prior to bud break. 

 

Watch for insects and diseases that gave you problems last year.  The sooner 

you detect damage, the easier it is to control. 

 

Control apple scab on crabapple with a fungicide just as leaf buds begin to 

open.  Spray should be repeated every 10 to 14 days until dry weather begins. 

 

Avoid pruning oaks and elms between mid-April and October.  Oak wilt and 

Dutch elm disease are spread by sap feeding insects carrying the disease from 

tree to tree. 

 

Divide and move perennials every three years to prevent them 

from overcrowding. 

 

Deadhead spring bulbs when they are finished flowering to 

direct energy back into bulbs.  Discard tulips that only 

produced large leaves and no flowers. 

 

Plant a tree in celebration of Arbor Day! 
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Our April Meeting 

Join us on April 2 for an enjoyable evening 

when we will learn to make nature-themed 

notecards decorated with butterflies, 

flowers and birds.  Our “class” will be 

taught by Susan Brooks, who is an 

experienced teacher; she’s patient and kind. Don’t worry if 

you don’t feel “artistic”. These 

fun-to-make cards will use a 

variety of simple techniques, and 

we’ll all go home with cards that 

will please us and impress our 

friends and families - and ourselves.  

 

Coming in May 

Carol Chicorski presents 

Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

Did you know that dahlias come in many colors, including white, 

red, pink, orange, purple and yellow, and they vary in size from 

small front-of-the-border plants to show-stopping plants with 

dinner-plate size flowers?  We will learn how to grow dahlias so we 

too can enjoy their beauty and variety.  Plants will be available for 

sale. 

 

Marilyn Sweeney 
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News of Our Flying Friends 

 

Here’s the news from our “Monarch Watch” Group. The 

flow of overwintering Monarchs began in early March and 

has continued. The sightings of multiple groups on the move in 

a short period of time is unprecedented! Substantial numbers of 

Monarchs have advanced into areas that are even ahead of the 

appearance of Milkweed! 

Cooler temperatures in the Midwest, Texas and Oklahoma should limit the Northern 

movement which is good for them right now. Every year is interesting! At least we 

know that last year’s winter population in Mexico increased by 144%. Amazing 

news. Plant Milkweed! 

 

Ruby Throated Hummingbirds are showing up 

along the Gulf Coast. You’ll want to have your feeders 

ready so that you can put them out as they arrive. Put a 

few feeders out if you can.  I read an article about the 

danger of adding or using red dye in your nectar water. 

They’ve done the math, and they have found that on a 

daily basis, a hummingbird consumes 10 grams 

of nectar. 1.0 gram of red nectar contains 0.04 mg of 

dye. This is over the guidelines for such a small bird (3.5 grams.) Leave it colorless 

but sweetened. 

Copy and paste this site in your search engine to see hummingbird migration: 

https://www.hummingbirdcentral.com/hummingbird-migration-spring-2019-

map.htm  

And lastly, Songbirds! Thanks to southerly winds 

now and some clear skies, many migrating songbirds 

are on the move. It is interesting to note that over the 

last several years, these birds have advanced their 

migration dates because of climate change. Although 

migration has evolved in the past as climates change, 

the current rate of change may be too much for the 

birds to keep up. They have to try to match their 

movement with the availability of food. 

Patti Loechl    
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS MINUTES 

Membership Meeting, Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

 

The meeting was held at Christ Our Savior Church.  Board members 

provided refreshments, along with Ginny Paisie who brought a King Cake, 

a traditional part of Mardi Gras in New Orleans.  22 attended the meeting, 

including Eileen Robbins, who joined as a member.  Welcome, Eileen. 

 

Pat Willis called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. Joan Mruk provided the 

Treasurer’s Report: Beginning Balance: $4,987.24; Deposits: $425; 

Expenditures: $805.89; Ending Balance: $4,606.35. 

 

Pat thanked those, in addition to board members, who are also essential to 

making WAG successful, including Karen Skillman for publicity and 

organizing hospitality at the meetings, Jodi Schoneck, who arranges to get 

the meeting room at the church for us, and Anita Elbe and Melody Barszcz 

who publish the newsletter.  

 

Chairmen will be needed for all 3 parts of the plant sale; plants, baked 

goods and garage sale items, and Pat asked members to consider a part 

they would play in the event. Prosek’s is closing and will not be providing 

mums, so there will be no mum sale this fall. 

 

The evening’s program was Show Stopping Shrubs by Laura Cristensen.  

 

Barbara Whitney,  

Secretary  
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Creekside Park News 

On Saturday April 13th we need some WAG members to volunteer 

to help with Spring Cleanup at Creekside Park between 9:30 AM 

and noon. We also have some Cub Scouts and a Parent coming 

from 10 to 11:30 to help. We've had scouts help in the past, and it's 

worked well. Please let Patti Loechl know by email 

pattivanloechl@hotmail.com or phone, 630-730-4801 if you can 

help that day, even for just a part of the time. It should be a fun 

day. 

 

Cantigny Flower Plugs 

Once again this year, Cantigny has invited us as a non-profit to 

take away extra flower plugs from their greenhouse plantings. Patti 

has been there once already (really Rick has, with Patti in tow). We 

have Snapdragons, Dianthus, Pansies and a few more. If you 

would like to try some of these on your own, let me know. You 

need to have a sunny window or plant lights. You also need to be 

able to transplant the plugs to a larger container right away. Just 

give Patti a call.   630-730-4801  

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners
mailto:pattivanloechl@hotmail.com
mailto:pattivanloechl@hotmail.com


 www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                          April 2019 

 

Did You Know? 

Winfield Area Gardeners is celebrating their 25th Anniversary this year?  

The September/October, 1994 issue of the Winfield Focus has an article in 

the bottom right corner that reads:  

 

Announcing:  

Garden Horticulture Club 
Winfield residents Ed Dijak and Rudy 

Czech are organizing a Garden/Horticulture 

Club. Meetings will be scheduled towards 

the end of each month. For information and 

meeting dates call Ed Dijak or Rudy Czech. 

 

 

Look for some future events to help 

celebrate our anniversary! 
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

 

 

 

 
Just an advance notice that Cantigny’s Greenhouse Open House will be 
Sunday, May 5, 10a.m. – 3 p.m.    
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Or call 630/933-7200 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners


 www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                          April 2019 

 

 
 

 
For education events and classes, search at: mortonarb.org/search-courses 
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For info and to register, go to: www.gardenclubsofillinois.org/event-information 
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2 Visit and Tour 

Diane Brown’s Garden 

March 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs  

Laura Christensen 

August 6  

April 2 

 

Susan Brooks 

Nature Themed Notecards 

Sept  3  

May 7 Carol Chicorski 

Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

October 1  

June 4 Kim Hartman 

Best New Plants 

November 5 
 

 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale 

 

 

December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2019: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December:  

1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church, 501 Summit AV, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents - Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  

dgrace05@gmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-204-3204  

aj3204.ae@gmail.com 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 

melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

April Birthdays 

Rebecca Lasky                    4/4 

Pat Marino                          4/8 

Ellen McGrath                  4/23 
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