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August 7, 2018 

6:30 Refreshments and Social 

6:45 Business meeting 

7:00 Program 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield  

Who’s Who of Owls 

Please join us on August 7 for an interesting and informative 

program: Who’s Who of Owls. To some people, owls are 

symbols of wisdom, but to others their hoots have a more 

sinister meaning. Award winning naturalist, Mark Spreyer, 

will bring 4 owls from the Stillman Nature Center for us to 

admire as he teaches us about the habitats, traits and hunting 

adaptations of many of our North American owls and other 

raptors. 
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A Message from President Willis: 
 

I put into practice a number of the recommendations which Cindy Tyley 

showed us at the last meeting.   They work!    The first one was cutting a 

40lb bag of soil as she suggested; suddenly I had only 20lbs to deal with 

and could control the distribution much better.   A winner! 

The second of her recommendations I used was spraying the inside of my 

hat brim with bug spray – why I never did this I cannot imagine- however, 

again it kept the bugs away from my eyes.  The third was I applied the 

product she said would keep rabbits at bay- Plantskydd.   I actually had 

this already because I had seen the presentation Cindy mentioned at the 

Chalet.  Anyhow I think it works.   The product comes in liquid and 

granular form.  It is organic.  

Cindy mentioned that she has a phase two of “Tips for the Lazy Gardener” 

which might be a nice topic for next year.   

The two founding members of our club have been contacted and 

confirmed that the club actually began in the fall of 1994.    Thus our 25th 

anniversary will be next year.   The Board will be soliciting ideas for how 

this occasion should be celebrated.   

We also would like to make everything a little more interactive – for 

example having one meeting a year where members can ask questions of 

other members about plants, etc.  Also, to make suggestions about the by-

laws, etc.     I will mention this at our next meeting.  

Finally – I hope you were as happy with the rain as I was!    

Thanks for your support!  

Pat 
 

Creekside Park 
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The Gazebo area at Creekside Park is looking very nice. Thank you to all 

who have helped out there! 

The watering/weeding teams for the next two week periods are: 

 July 29-Aug 12.  Evelyn Bernini and Melody Barszcz 

Aug. 12-Aug 26.  Urban Oen and Janice Schuler 

 

 

 
Patti Loechl 
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Monarch Update from Journey North 
 

 

 
 

Here's the news from the "Journey North" Website on our beautiful 

friends-the Monarchs. 

 

Migration is complete now.  They have come from 10 acres of winter 

habitat in Mexico to an expansion of more than 1 billion acres of breeding 

habitat!  Monarchs only live for 2-6 weeks during the breeding season. All 

energy is focused on reproduction.  It is now peak breeding season. The 

population will build with each new generation. 

 

Monarchs can produce a new generation in about a month, resulting in 

about 4 generations in a breeding season.  This fall, the Monarchs that 

migrate to Mexico will be 4th generation butterflies. The great-great-

grandchildren of those that left Mexico last Spring! 

 

I've been faithfully examining each leaf of the milkweed plants that I have.  

No eggs yet. I see a Monarch over at Creekside regularly, and one in my 

backyard.  Come on, you gals, lay an egg!! 

Patti Loechl 
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Garden Tips from Urban 
Continue to water, weed and monitor for insects on all garden plants. In 

times of drought, prolonged hot weather or water restrictions, first water 

all newly planted trees and shrubs, newly planted perennials and vines, 

and newly sodded or seeded lawns. Annual plants should be the last on the 

list, simply because of their ephemeral nature. 

 

Tree and Shrub Care 

Monitor newly planted trees and shrubs for insects or disease. Succulent 

new growth is often the first area to be attacked by insects. Aphids can be 

hosed off foliage. Many sucking, piercing, and chewing insects will finish 

feeding this month, leaving cosmetic damage but nothing serious enough 

to warrant chemical control. 

Pruning is generally not advised this month, with the exception of shrubs 

that have just flowered. They are pruned immediately following their 

flowering. 

 

Rose Care 

Roses are generally not fertilized after the first week in August. 

 

Annual and Perennial Care 

Continue to deadhead annuals and perennials to encourage additional 

flowers. 

Allow certain dried flower heads to remain standing for fall and winter 

interest, including astilbe, coneflower, globe thistle, and others. 

Remove yellowed or dried stems and flower stalks of lilies by gently 

pulling them from the underground bulbs. 

Water container gardens as needed. Continue to feed container plants with 

quarter-strength liquid balanced fertilizer twice a month. 

Remove yellowing daylily foliage or leaves that are browned and spotted. 

Green leaves must remain on the plant to continue to manufacture food. 

Deadhead individual flowers to keep plants  
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looking tidy. Daylilies can be divided and replanted or new plants can be 

installed at the end of this month. Peonies can be planted at the end of this 

month and into early fall. 

 

Lawn Care 

Mid- to end of August is the best time to seed bare areas of lawn, overseed 

thinning grass, or lay down sod. Cultivate soil down to a few inches and 

broadcast grass seed and starter fertilizer according to package directions. 

Cover with loose straw to prevent wind or bird damage to seeds. Keep soil 

moist until seed germinates. 

Refrain from fertilizing lawns until September. 

 

Fruit, Vegetable, and Herb Care 

During the first week of August, plant short-season snap beans, broccoli, 

cabbages, cauliflower, carrots, mustard greens, spinach, and radishes for 

fall harvesting. Cool-season lettuces, mesclun mixes, and unusual greens 

that were planted in early spring can be planted again this month. 

 

Continue to harvest herbs by either snipping foliage, drying entire sprigs 

or plants, or freezing individual portions in ice-cube trays. Pinch off 

developing flowers to retain essential oils and flavor in the plants’ foliage. 

 

 
Urban Oen   
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Upcoming programs 
September 4  Putting the Garden to Bed, Bill Kargas   

Program covers many aspects of getting our flower and veggie gardens put 

to bed for the winter.  He will share many dos and don’ts, plus will give us 

tips on helping our gardens get a jump on spring.  

 

October 2 - Glorious West Coast Gardens, Victoria and Vancouver, 

Presented by WAG members - Marilyn Sweeny and Diane Brown 

Do you want to travel to Victoria and Vancouver, Canada but can’t make it 

this year? No problem! This program will introduce you to more than 10 

gardens in Victoria and Vancouver, where a blend of Asian, First Nation 

and European aesthetics combine to create some of the world’s most 

stunning gardens.   

 

November 6 - Shade Gardening - Brighten up the Shadows  

Julie Janoski, a professional landscape designer and garden coach, 

formerly at the Growing Place, will help us successfully and beautifully 

garden in the sometimes difficult dark areas of our properties.   

 

December 4 -  Christmas pot luck (all members) and craft project. 
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 
 

  Visit www.mortonarb.org/search-courses 
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www.Cantigny.org  630/260-8162 

 

Thursday, August 9  
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From Chicagoland Gardening…

 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners


 
www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                           August 2018 

 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners


 
www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                           August 2018 

 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners


 
www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                           August 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

Programs for 2018 

February 18 

 

Luncheon July 10 
Note change 
of date 

Tips for the Lazy Gardener - 
Cindy Tyley 
  

March 6 Animal Resistant Gardening -  

Mel Zaloudek 

August  7 
 

Who's Who of Owls –  
Mark Spreyer 

April  3 

 

These Are a Few of Our Favorite 
Things – Carol Cichorski 

September  4 Putting the Garden to Bed –  
Bill Kargas 

May  1 Visit to Lilacia Park 

Meeting in Lombard 

October 2 Glorious West Coast Gardens, 
Victoria and Vancouver –  
Marilyn Sweeny & Diane Brown 

June 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs for Home 
Landscape – Laura Christensen 

November 6 Shade Gardening - Brighten up 
the Shadows - Julie Janoski 

June 19 

 
June 22, 23 
Note change 
of date 

Creekside Park clean-up and 
planting 

Plant, Garage and Bake Sale 

 

December  4 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 
Community Project 

 

 

Birthdays for August 

Dawn Harrington               5 

Jan Zubrod                        10 

Janice Schuler                   13 

Barbara Whitney               27 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2018: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December 

Regular: 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit AV, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents- Urban Oen 630-293-0845 

uoen40@yahoo.com 

Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-293-3204 aj3204@comcast.net 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 
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