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Patti’s Prologue 

Well, what can I say? We are troopers! Cancelled 

our sale, but still brought in a decent amount of 

money in our impromptu little plant sale. (See 

Karen Bloom’s report for details.) 

Thanks to all who contributed. And special 

thanks to Jody Schoneck for her wonderful 

homemade masks. They were a Hit!  It was fun. I 

sat there with Diane Brown, Sue Jensen, Barb 

Whitney, and Pat Willis and, of course, Karen 

Skillman. Boy, is she a good “hawker” for her 

village maps! We had a nice time. Masks on, 

paying attention to who we were helping while 

keeping a safe distance. 

I know we are all trying to stay calm now.  It’s so 

awful, but at least we can be outside in our own 

gardens or safely visit one another. Creekside 

Park is open. There’s so much to enjoy outdoors. 

I hope you can all do that. We have to keep 

moving. It really helps us emotionally feel like 

normal! 

God bless you all. You are in my prayers. 

Patti 
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Monarch Migration 
I’ve seen only 3 monarchs this season. One at Creekside Park, 

fluttering around some swamp milkweed in bloom and 2 more 

traveling through my backyard. 

There was good migration this year. Monarchs live from 2-6 weeks, 

except for the last generation of the year. They can live up to 8-9 

months. Their journey back to Mexico will begin again in August. 

 

Patti Loechl 
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August Meeting 

 

Come one - come all! 

  

We are looking forward to seeing each other at our informal August 

meeting for a time of fellowship and conversation and to view Patti 

and Rick’s lovely yard (not to mention seeing Rick’s espalier). 

 

When:   August 4, 6:30 

Where: ON254 Pleasant Hill Rd. (directions at end of this article).   

  This is Patti Loechl’s home. 

 

We’ll be meeting outside.  If you have a lawn chair, please bring it.  

We’ll have bottled water.  If you’d care for something else, please 

feel free to bring it with you.  Bring bug spray if you have it.    

 

0N254 Pleasant Hill Road - where is this?   

The house is located just north of Jewell Road on the west side of the 

street.  You can park in Patti’s driveway or drive down Pleasant Hill 

to Mayflower (on the east side of Pleasant Hill) and park there.  

 

Can’t wait to see you all on August 4!! 

 

Please note:  We will be meeting on September 1.  Details in the next 

newsletter.  

 

 

Marilyn Sweeny 
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HUMMERS 

 

Are the Hummingbirds at your feeders? They seemed to have 

abandoned mine!  I can’t figure it out! Clean water, good location. 

 

Maybe they’ve moved to Wisconsin?  I just read an article that says 

berry farmers have put hummingbird feeders in their fields to try to 

stop an infestation of a fly named Spotted Wing Dosophila. They 

devastate berry crops this time of the year. Hummingbirds eat the fly 

and the fruit that they’ve laid their eggs in, They are a “non- 

chemical” helper! 

 

If you see any, ask them to visit my yard. I’m ready for them! 

 

Patti 

 

Nice pic of Creekside gazebo  
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Plant Sale Proceeds 

Thank you to everyone who provided plants for the sale, to Karen Skillman 

for being in charge of the last minute change of location, to Jody Schoneck for 

making the wonderful masks and to everyone who helped on Sat and in 

preparation for the sale. Thanks to all of you, we made $531 for the day. In 

total, including pre-sale items, so far this year we've made: 

 

$458 Plants ($411 on Sat, plus Pat Willis's sale and Diane's sod sale) 

$110 Masks 

$175 Garage sale items 

$743 Total 

 

AND we still have the garage sale on Aug. 15th! Great job everyone! 

 

Karen Blum 

 

Garage Sale Info 

YES!  The long-awaited garage sale is happening so you can get Mel’s stuff—and 

yours--out of your garage at last. The Event will take place on Saturday, August 15 

at the home of Diane Brown who lives on a busy street with lots of visibility.  

Here’s what you need to know: 

Tuesday, August 4:  COME to the meeting and SIGN UP for a two-hour slot 

to work the sale.  If you don’t have a copy of the general suggestions for 

garage sale items, pick one up. 

 

Friday, August 14: between 3 and 5 pm:   BRING your garage sale items to:  

414 South Lorraine Road in Wheaton.  They will be priced at that time. 

 

Saturday, August 15, 8 am to 4pm:  SHOW UP for your scheduled time slot. 

 

One more thing:  we need one or two members to volunteer to help with the 

pricing.  If that is your gift, please contact Diane Brown at dgraceb05@gmail.com 

or at one of these phone numbers:  630-653-1987 or 630-334-1087. 

 

Diane Brown  
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THE WAG PLANT SALE THAT ALMOST WASN’T 

Well, we managed to pull it off anyhow! 

As WAG members know, an abundance of caution led our Board of Directors 

to cancel our 2020 Annual Plant Sale which runs in conjunction with the 

Winfield Wide Garage Sale.  This was a difficult decision in light of the fact 

that a major part of our club budget comes from the proceeds of the sale. 

Many WAG members had plants potted up and ready to sell and Jody 

Schoneck had sewn a large number of Covid masks that she donated to sell. 

 

What to do?  

Unbeknownst to some WAG Members, aside from holding WAG membership, 

I also serve as coordinator of the Winfield Wide Garage Sale.  After noting the 

level of disappointment among garage sale attendees - and all of them 

understood the decision - I felt confident organizing an impromptu “pop up” 

plant sale for Saturday. 

Saturday was a hot day but WAGsters showed up early in the morning with an 

array of plants, and due to the volume of traffic at the garage sale, we sold 

almost all our goods. 

We owe a lot of thanks to members who pitched in for the sale or offered 

encouragement: Joan Mruk, Eddie Wollenberg, Marilyn Sweeny, Jan Zubrod, 

Sue Jansen, Barb Whitney, Anna Saake, Jody Schoneck, Karen Blum - and a 

special mention to Mel Barszcz, who made the trip from Pingree Grove. 

For staying the longest in the heat, troopers Patti Loechl, Pat Willis, Dianne 

Lambert and Diane Brown. Gee… it was fun!  

Karen Skillman 
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More Pics from the Plant sale 
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Gardening tips for August 

 

Monitor rainfall and keep plants well-watered during times of heat or 

drought, especially newly-planted trees and shrubs. 

Continue to remove faded flowers on roses, annuals, and perennials. 

Pinch back leggy growth. 

Don't fertilize trees and shrubs now. 

New growth will not have time to harden off before winter. 

Mid-August through mid-September is an ideal time to establish a 

new lawn or to seed in bare spots. 

For advice on establishing lawns, contact your county cooperative 

extension service. In DuPage County, the number is 630-955-1123. 

Late summer or early autumn is the best time to divide perennials that 

bloom in the spring and summer. 

Plant peonies from the end of the month through October. 

Continue regular weeding and monitoring for insect and disease 

problems. 

Start cuttings of herbs to grow on a sunny window sill during the 

winter. 

Order spring flowering bulbs to plant this fall. 

Treat lawn for grubs and Japanese beetle larvae in mid-August 

through September. 



 www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners August 2020 
  

Membership Meeting 

Membership Meeting, Tuesday, June 30, 2020 

The meeting was held at Marilyn Sweeny’s home, in the back yard, where there is 

enough space to allow social distancing. Because of the pandemic stay-at-home order, 

this was our first meeting since March 3. 15 attended, and Jody Schoneck and Karen 

Skillman provided refreshments, assorted flavors of ice cream push-ups, beverages 

and cookies. 

The purpose of the meeting was to plan for the WAG Plant and Garage Sale (baked 

goods are omitted this year due to concerns related to the coronavirus pandemic), as 

part of the Winfield Wide Garage Sale, July 17 and July 18. Some pots were available 

for those members who needed them for potting plants, as well as mini-blind slats for 

marking plants. 

Sign-up sheets were circulated for Thursday, July 16, from 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., for 

setting up for the sale, as well as for Friday, July 17, and Saturday, July 18, for 

working the roughly 3 hour shifts. Members were also asked to volunteer husbands, 

sons or other sources of muscle to help with the heavier aspects of setting up on 

Thursday and taking down the sale on Saturday. 

Barbara Whitney, Secretary 

 

Epilogue 

On Wednesday, July 15, concerns were raised about the advisability of proceeding 

with the plans for the Plant Sale, because of the continuing concern about Covid-19, 

compounded with the predicted hot and humid weather, especially on Saturday. The 

WAG board members weighed the pros and cons, considered alternatives and then 

voted to cancel the sale. Many members were very disappointed, and some may have 

been relieved.  

Upon learning the news that the WAG Plant and Garage Sale had been cancelled, 

Karen Skillman, the chairman of the Winfield Wide Garage Sale and a WAG member, 

offered to host an abbreviated sale of WAG plants Saturday alongside the Garage Sale 

Headquarters tent on Beecher Street. Plants could be brought beginning at 8 a.m. A 

significant number of plants were donated as well as a number of adult face coverings, 

and WAG realized a little more than $500 from the effort. 

Barbara Whitney, Secretary 
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Upcoming events outside of the club 

 

 
 

        Register at 630.668.5161 or info@cantigny.org  
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Know before you go link to visiting the Arb  https://www.mortonarb.org/visit-explore/plan-

visit/know-you-go-visit-information?mc_cid=9d505f5cd4&mc_eid=3b55852c4a 
 

 

 
https://www.mortonarb.org/news/summer-2020-person-and-online-classes-morton-arboretum 

 

https://www.mortonarb.org/visit-explore/plan-visit/know-you-go-visit-information?mc_cid=9d505f5cd4&mc_eid=3b55852c4a
https://www.mortonarb.org/visit-explore/plan-visit/know-you-go-visit-information?mc_cid=9d505f5cd4&mc_eid=3b55852c4a
https://www.mortonarb.org/news/summer-2020-person-and-online-classes-morton-arboretum
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https://www.mortonarb.org/events/wine-and-art-walk?mc_cid=9d505f5cd4&mc_eid=3b55852c4a 
  

https://www.mortonarb.org/events/wine-and-art-walk?mc_cid=9d505f5cd4&mc_eid=3b55852c4a
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Programs for 2020 

February 16 

 

Luncheon August 4 Patti Loechl’s Garden 
(Rick’s too) 

March 3 Growing Hydrangeas 

Glenn Grosch 

August 15 Garage Sale 
 

April 7 

 

Cancelled September 1 TBD 

May 5 Cancelled October 6 TBD 
 
 

June 2 
June 30 

Cancelled 

Marilyn Sweeny’s home 

 

November 3 TBD 

July 18 

 
 

Pop-Up Plant Sale December 1 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 
 

 

 

Birthdays for August 

Ginny Paisie                   8/9 

Jan Zubrod                    8/10 

Barb Whitney                 8/27 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2020: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December 

Regular: 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

President-Patricia Loechl 630-730-4801 

pattivanloechl@hotmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-2605 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Karen Blum 

630-484-5535 

Karen.blum@cbexchange.com 

 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-293-3204 aj3204@comcast.net 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 
 

mailto:Karen.blum@cbexchange.com
mailto:aj3204@comcast.net

