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Patti’s Prologue: 

Patti 

It’s August! Oh my! We’ve had quite a summer. Just to be out and about 

again has felt amazing! We had a great Annual Sale, several interesting 

meetings and a visit to a beautiful garden…front AND back. 

So, after you’ve placed your mum order with Joan Mruk on August 3, 

how about you kick back and take it easy for a while. Joan has things all 

set up with Prosek’s and an order form for you to use. Many of you have 

worked very hard for our Club this summer, and we appreciate it. 

I’ve only seen a few monarchs so far; one in my back yard! And when I 

called to it, it came back! (Ha Ha) I’ve also seen one at Creekside Park. 

Speaking of the Park, Erik Spande has helped with some heavy planting 

and digging there. Thanks, Erik. It was very helpful. He also interviewed 

me there about WAG. It is now on his Facebook Page “Spande’s Spiel.” 

He also interviewed Pat Willis at our sale. Her interview is on Facebook 

as well. Great job, Pat! You did us proud.  

Our PADS Box will be out again at this next meeting. These folks still 

need our help. Bring a contribution if you can. Thanks. 

So relax now. Take care. Do some “fun stuff” and appreciate each day 

we are given. 
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Native plants 

 

So we all hear that we should be trying to plant “Natives” in our 

gardens. But just who are these plants? There are many, many of 

them. I found a list of the ten most common ones found in our area of 

Illinois, Zone B. 

I will briefly describe the first 5 of them. And then cover the other 5 

next month. Many may be familiar to you. Or you may have other 

favorites! But let’s take a look at these. I had a few surprises. 

 

1. Butterfly Weed- Aesclipias tuberosa. It’s a 

Milkweed and has copious amounts of  

    nectar in it. 

 

2. New England Aster- 

Asteraceae. Common throughout Illinois . 

 

 

3. Purple Coneflower- Echinacea. Self sows if seed 

heads left on during winter! 

 

 

4. Prairie Blazing Star-Liatris spicata. Native to 

Tall Grass Prairies. 

 

 

 

5. Wild Quinine-Feverfew. Had several medicinal 

uses early on. 

 

Something to enjoy about our “Prairie State!” 
 

Patti Loechl 
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Our Meeting 

 

        AUGUST 3rd, 2021 
 

 

  

This month, we have a wonderful speaker. Someone most of us know.  
Erik Spande, the President of the Illinois Prairie Path not-for-profit 
corporation, will be giving a presentation on the history and value of 
the Illinois Prairie Path. The IPP was one of the first rails-to-rails 
conversion in the U.S., and it was conceived of and built due to the 
vision of its founders and the work of volunteers. This legacy has given 
our region a world class trail system, which is an urban infrastructure 
that provides benefits to us every day. 
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Looking for raffle prizes for our meetings 

Please look around your house, garage, shed - please do not bring 

anything chipped/ cracked. It's not too early to bring Fall or 

Winter/Christmas prizes. No used lotions!!  Thanks!! 

Anna Saake 

--------   

                                               

Annual WAG Mum Sale 

     Come prepared!  Orders and payment for the big, beautiful 

mum plants from Prosek’s will be accepted at the August 3rd 

meeting. 

     When you submit your order that evening, you will receive a 

“paid” voucher to present at Prosek’s indicating the number and color 

of mums ordered.  Mums are available in red, rust, yellow, white and 

lavender, at $8.00 per plant. You will be permitted to choose from 

various named mums in each color group. 

     Those members unable to attend the August meeting may send 

their order with a check to Joan Mruk, 112 Westminster Drive, Carol 

Stream, 60188.  Be sure to include the number of each color of mum 

you desire.  That information will appear on your paid voucher to aid 

in the pick-up process. 

     The WAG pick up date will be in early September.  The exact 

dates will be announced in the next newsletter. 

 

Joan Mruk 
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Gardening tips for August 

 

Monitor rainfall and keep plants well-watered during times of heat or 

drought, especially newly-planted trees and shrubs. 

Continue to remove faded flowers on roses, annuals, and perennials. 

Pinch back leggy growth. 

Don’t fertilize trees and shrubs now. New growth will not have time 

to harden off before winter. 

Mid-August through mid-September is an ideal time to establish a 

new lawn or to seed in bare spots. 

For advice on establishing lawns, contact your county cooperative 

extension service. In DuPage County, the number is 630-955-1123. 

Late summer or early autumn is the best time to divide perennials that 

bloom in the spring and summer. 

Plant peonies from the end of the month through October. 

Continue regular weeding and monitoring for insect and disease 

problems. 

Start cuttings of herbs to grow on a sunny window sill during the 

winter. 

Order spring-flowering bulbs to plant this fall. 

Treat lawn for grubs and Japanese beetle larvae in mid-August 

through September. 
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Membership Meeting, 

Tuesday, July, 6, 2021The meeting was held at Evelyn Bertini’s home. 

Ginny Paisie and Anna Saake provided refreshments. 16 attended the meeting. 

We gathered at the home of Evelyn Bertini and took in the lovely landscape of many 

shade loving plants, including a vast array of hosta.  Patti started the meeting at 7:25 

by thanking Evelyn for opening her home for all club members to enjoy. Patti also 

thanked the chairmen of all the committees involved in the recent plant, garage and 

bake sale.  There was no treasurer's report but we made about $1600 profit on the sale.  

We have $5000 in the treasury from last year and now must make some decisions on 

how best to use these funds.  Patti suggested contacting the Garden Clubs of IL to see 

how to start a scholarship fund for students interested in pursuing a career in 

horticulture. She opened the floor to other suggestions: Maureen Kiely suggested 

working with Girl or Boy Scout Troops to foster interest in gardening and working to 

promote recycling.  Ginny Paisie thought our recent program from Gardenworks, 

which helps disadvantaged people grow their own food, would be a good thing to look 

into. 

Patti asked Joan Mruk if the club could have a Mum sale again this fall.  Joan had 

contacted Kathy from Prosek's Greenhouse, and it is possible.  However, we must let 

Kathy know by early August, shortly after the next WAG meeting, how many plants 

and what colors of plants we will need.  It will work the same as last year.  Members 

will need to pay for the plants, and they will get a receipt which they will take to 

Prosek’s and pick up the plants at the greenhouse.  Newsletter staff will send a notice 

about this before the August newsletter goes out. 

The Creekside watering schedule was passed around again as more volunteers are 

needed to fill the empty dates. Our newest member, Erik Spande, volunteered his 

services.  He is willing to dig and haul plants in the gazebo area at Creekside Park.  

He is also willing to present a program on the IL Prairie Path at our meeting.   

Patti will have more back surgery soon and will be in recuperative mode for at least 

two months.  She will not be able to climb stairs and will not be able to attend 

meetings at the church. Therefore, the plan is for board members to take turns 

conducting our WAG meetings. 

The meeting ended at 8:10. 

 Thank you to Sue Jansen for taking notes at the meeting that were the basis for 

these minutes. 

Submitted by, 

Barbara Whitney, Secretary 
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 
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https://www.thegrowingplace.com/product/painting-class-flower-farm/ 
 

https://www.chicagolanddaylilysociety.org/calendar.html 
 

 
  

https://www.thegrowingplace.com/product/painting-class-flower-farm/
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DuPage Organic Garden Club 

 
https://www.facebook.com/DuPageOrganicGardenClub 
 

 
  

https://www.facebook.com/DuPageOrganicGardenClub
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From Judi & Ron at Natural Perennials in Camptom Hills 
https://www.naturalperennials.com/ 
 

 
www.northernillinoishostasociety.org 

 

  

https://www.naturalperennials.com/
http://www.northernillinoishostasociety.org/
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Programs for 2021 

March 2 Shade Gardening 

Mel Zalloudek 

August 3 History of Illinois Prairie Path 
 
Erik Spande 

April 6 

 

TBD Floral Design And The 
Herbal Garden’  

Kathi Rose 

September 7 TBD 

May 4 Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh 

Herbology 101 

October 5 
 

TBD 
 

June 1 Exploring Our State And 
Provincial Parks 

James P. Rowan 

November 2 TBD 

July 6 

 
 

Garden Walk 

At Evelyn Bertini’s Home 

December 7 Holiday Party &  
Potluck Dinner? 

June 18-19 Plant and Garage Sale 

 

 

Birthdays for August 

Ginny Paisie            8/9 

Jan Zubrod            8/10 

Barbara Whitney   8/27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2020: $10 per person 

Meetings: February through December 

Regular: 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield 

 

 

OFFICERS: 

President-Patricia Loechl 630-730-4801 

pattivanloechl@hotmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Evelyn Bertini 630-532-2063 

Evtini@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Anna Saake 630-456-0644 

anna@saake.net 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Karen Blum 

630-484-5535 

Karen.blum@cbexchange.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-293-3204 aj3204@comcast.net 

Melody Barszcz 630-254-6250 melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

 
 

 

mailto:Karen.blum@cbexchange.com
mailto:aj3204@comcast.net

