
 www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                           February 2019 

 

 

WAG LUNCHEON SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY 10TH, 2019! 

 

Our 2019 WAG kick-off luncheon will be 

 

Date: Sunday February 10th 2019 

 

Place: Prairie Landing Golf Club 

2325 Longest Drive, 

West Chicago, IL  60185 

www.prairielanding.com 

 

Time: 12:30 pm-3:00 pm 

Meal served at 1:00 pm 

  

  Winfield Area Gardeners 

Newsletter for February 2019 
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A Message from President Willis: 

I hope all had a pleasant holiday season and are enjoying 2019 so 

far.  This will be an exciting year for WAG, as this fall, we 

celebrate the club's 25th anniversary.   

 

The board will be forming a group of members to make 

recommendations to recognize this milestone.    

 

We have confirmed that our plant, bake, and garage sale will be at 

Lions Park. This is terrific because, as you know, the location 

worked perfectly last year for the sale.    

 

Final preparations have been made for the luncheon on February 

10th.  I am looking forward to a very pleasant afternoon with fellow 

members.   

 

Into February we go!!!!!!! 

 

Pat 
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Sunday, February 10
th 

is our Winter Luncheon 

 

On behalf of the Luncheon Committee, I want to say how much I am 

looking forward to seeing everyone after our January break. 

 

February is a favorite month of 

mine as we notice the days 

getting longer and the 

knowledge that Spring is right 

around the corner.  

 

Our Luncheon is a great way to 

celebrate the coming garden 

season and another great year 

with the Winfield Area 

Gardeners. 

 

 

Thanks to the Luncheon Committee for putting on this lovely event:  Carol 

Robin, Pat Willis and Julie Nowack. 

 

Fondly, Karen Skillman 
 

The Details: 

 

Prairie Landing Golf Club 

2325 Longest Drive 

West Chicago, IL 60185 

 

12:30; Doors will open at 12:00.  
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Garden Tips from Urban Oen 

Winter and early spring are excellent times to prune plants.   

Shrubs 

A general rule of thumb is to prune summer blooming shrubs in the 

winter or early spring and to prune early blooming plants after they 

bloom.  Pruning shrubs keeps them more compact and looking 

good.  Remove all diseased raspberry branches and shorten Black 

Raspberry branches to12-14 inches. 

Trees 

Examine all your trees and remove winter damaged branches.  Be 

sure to make your cut on the limb just beyond the collar.  It is the 

raised part where the limb attaches to the tree.  This is important so 

that the cut heals properly.  It is no longer recommended that wound 

spray be applied to cuts. 

Remove dead and broken branches. Remove diseased branches or 

those parts of the limb that are diseased. Remove water sprouts.  

These are branches that grow upward from the trunk or branches. 

Remove suckers.  These are shoots arising from the roots or from 

the trunk at ground level or below ground.  These occur often on 

crabapple trees. 

Do not prune peach trees until right before they bloom to prevent 

winter damage. 

Any branches that are crossing over another branch or rubbing on a 

branch should be removed.  Remove the least desirable one. 

Snow Care 

Be sure to remove deep snow around the trunks of fruit trees to 

prevent rabbit and mice damage.  Continue to remove heavy snow 

from evergreens, hedges and shrubs carefully.  I use a push broom 

on them. 
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Our March Meeting 

 

It may be bone chilling cold outside now, but the days are getting longer, 

and soon it will be Spring, when our thoughts turn back to our gardens. 

Join us on March 5, as we welcome Laura Christensen as our program 

speaker.  Laura is an experienced landscape designer and public speaker. 

She has her own landscape design business, Design With Nature, in 

Wheaton. She is an active member of the Wheaton Garden Club, and she 

has been designing and gardening on her own property in Wheaton for 28 

years.  She greatly enjoys sharing her love of plants and design with 

others! 

At our March 5 meeting, Laura will give a presentation on Show-Stopping 

Shrubs for the Home Landscape.   

Flowering shrubs are a great source of 3 to 4 season interest in the home 

landscape, and new cultivars are being introduced each year.  Laura will 

introduce us to some of the newest varieties as well as tried-and-true shrub 

types for adding great multi-season interest in the garden. Laura will focus 

on shrubs that offer beauty in multiple seasons and that include attractive 

features such as decorative bark, great fall color, and interesting branching 

structure, attractive winter silhouettes and great flowers.   

We hope you can join us for this interesting and informative evening. 

Marilyn Sweeney 
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS MINUTES 

 

Membership Meeting, Tuesday, December 4, 2018 

The meeting was held at Christ Our Savior Church. 

Everyone provided refreshments for the potluck.  

24 attended the meeting. 

Pat Willis called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m., beginning with the buffet, 

following which Pat thanked Urban Oen for his two years of service as President 

and presented him with a card signed by members, which included a Barn Owl gift 

certificate. Revised Bylaws had been distributed by email to the members the week 

before the meeting. Karen Skillman moved to accept the Bylaws. Sharon McCurdy 

seconded the motion, and it was approved. 

Urban requested that the members of the 2019 board come to the front of the room, 

and he swore in the new board. 

Joan Mruk presented the Treasurer’s Report: beginning balance, $4,742.24; 

expenditures, $400; ending balance, $4,342.24. 

Maureen Kiely raised some points that need to be considered about how we treat 

the environment. While many of us are bothered by mice in garages or sheds, using 

poison to fight them is harmful to owls because owls eat mice. Roundup is effective 

at removing vegetation, but it has been clearly shown to cause cancer. Plastic (like 

water bottles) is becoming a bigger waste problem because China is no longer 

buying the recyclables that the USA needs to send.  

Pat Willis told us about her October heart attack, to make us aware that sometimes 

the symptoms in women are not the same as are typical in men. She had no chest 

pressure or pain in an arm, but she did have excruciating lower jaw pain. Her point 

was that we should not disregard what could be a serious matter, but get it checked 

out promptly. Pat is doing fine and has resumed her normal exercise routine, which 

probably contributed to how quickly she recovered. 

The remainder of the time was taken by several garden related questions that had 

been submitted by members. 

Submitted by 

Barbara Whitney, Secretary  
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Monarch and Bird Count Report 

Actually there's not too much to tell you about our lovely 

Monarchs right now. Our eastern population overwinters in 

Mexico. They roost in Cyamel fir forests.  They are at an elevation 

of two miles above sea level. The population is estimated to have 

declined about 14.77%. That's not too bad...BUT WAIT... the 

western population overwintering in California is down about 86% 

in one year!  That's awful, and they are not sure, but they think it is 

due to loss of habitat, increasing use of pesticides and loss of 

milkweed populations.  All the things we talk about here, but with 

a terrible effect on the western population! 

 

Let's also report on the Audubon's Annual Christmas Bird Count. 

All around the world, individuals form groups to go out to assigned 

areas and count the birds they see. This year the North American 

submissions were from 2,585 groups.  Of these 1,957 were from 

the United States. The results are not in just yet, but I will be able 

to report on that next month. 

 

While I have your attention, I'd like to tell you about the ANNUAL 

BACKYARD BIRD COUNT.  Nothing to do but count the number 

and kinds of birds in your backyard, on the feeders or other spots 

you may see them.  This year it will take place on Friday, February 

16th thru Monday, February 19th. It's a free and fun way to 

participate. I encourage you to take part. You only need to spend 

15 minutes doing it or as long as you want! 

Submit your results to www.birdcount.org.  Really sounds like fun! 

Patti Loechl  
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 
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Classes and Events in February (and early March) – Register on line at 
dupageforest.org 

Native Landscaping #14889 – February 24, 1-2:30p.m., Fullersburg Woods – Learn about the 
benefits of native plants, how they differ from ornamentals, get tips and tricks for planting 
natives in your own yard to attract pollinators and other wildlife. $10/person. Register on line 
or 630.850.8110 

Farm to Table: Maple Syrup and Corn Cakes #14865 – March 2, 12:30-2p.m., Kline Creek Farm 
– Learn where maple syrup comes from and how it’s made. Taste syrups from the Great Lakes 
region paired with freshly made corn cakes cooked in cast iron over a fire. $15/person. Register 
on line or 630.876-5900 

Magic and Nature: Owls, Bats and More #14940 – March 2, 1:30 – 3p.m. and March 12, 6-
7:30p.m., Mayslake – Explore the mystery, folklore and fun of nature’s most mystical creatures 
during this lecture an walk. $5/person. Register on line or at 630.206.9566 

2000 Montgomery Rd., Aurora – 630.820.8088  

25W471 Plank Road, Naperville – 630.355.4000    www.thegrowingplace.com 
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2  

March 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs  

Laura Christensen 

August 6  

April 2 

 

 Sept  3  

May 7  

 

October1  

June 4  

 

November 5 
 

 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale 

 

 

December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

 

Birthdays for February 

Sharon McCurdy              8 

Karen Skillman               10 

Pauletta Stepanek           18 

CLUB INFORMATION 
Membership information 
Dues for 2019: $25 per person 
Meetings: February through December  
1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
Regular meeting location: Christ Our Savior Church 
501 Summit Ave., Winfield 
 
OFFICERS: 
Co-Presidents: Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 
patw307@comcast.net 
Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  
dgrace05@gmail.com 
Vice President, Programs: 
Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 
Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 
2nd Vice President, Membership: 
Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 
xtbjansen@gmail.com  
Treasurer:  Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 
joan.mruk@yahoo.com 
Secretary:  Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 
barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 
Newsletter Co-Editors: 
Anita Elbe 630-293-3204 aj3204@comcast.net 
Melody Barszcz 630-254-6250 
melbarszcz@gmail.com 
Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

To Be Announced 

at luncheon 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners
mailto:patw307@comcast.net

