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WAG Meeting 

July 2, 2019 

Visit and Tour 

Diane Brown’s Garden  

6:30 Refreshments and Social 

6:45 Business meeting 

Diane’s Address 

414 S. Lorraine Rd.  

Wheaton 

 More information on Page 4  

Winfield Area Gardeners 

Celebrating 25 years 

July, 2019 
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A Message from President Willis: 

 

The 2019 plant, garage and bake sale has come and gone.  It was a great 

success! It exceeded last year’s profits by over $300! As with last year, the 

sale was held in Lion Park under the shelter.   In spite of the cold and rainy 

weather and even a very late snow fall making digging plants for the sale 

challenging, the sale was a success! We made $1557.20 on plants and 

garage sale items, and $346.00 on the bake sale. A total of $1,903.20.  

Several members deserve special attention for their leadership in chairing 

portions of the event: Ginny Paisie for the Bake Sale, Diane Brown for the 

Garage Sale, and Barb Whitney for co-chairing the Plant Sale and Urban 

Oen for ensuring we had the display tables.  Thanks to Karen Skillman 

who, by her efforts, made this event possible. My thanks to all who 

worked any portion of the sale.   Please mark your calendars for next 

year - the third weekend in June for the 2020 Winfield Garage Sale, 

and so, too, the WAG sale.  

Pat 

Please note the annual mum sale (our other special event) will take place 

this fall! Joan Mruk  
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Plants should receive 1 to 2 inches of water every 7 to 10 days. 

Supplement water if we have not had a natural rainfall. 

Pay particular attention to drought sensitive plants such as maples, 

birch, hydrangea, and katsuratree. 

Remove water sprouts and suckers from ornamental fruit trees. 

Monitor all plants regularly for insect and disease problems. 

Improper use of pesticides can be harmful to plants. 

Contact the Morton Arboretum's Plant Clinic, 630-719-2424, for 

proper identification, diagnosis, and control of plant problems. 

Cool weather and excess moisture allow many fungal diseases to 

thrive. 

To prevent re-infection, remove infected leaves that have fallen to 

the ground. 

Cut rose blooms back to the first 

set of five leaves after blooming to 

encourage stronger canes and more 

flowers. 

Divide and replant iris. Discard any 

plants showing signs of insects or 

disease. Iris should be divided 

every 3 to 5 years. 

 

 

  

Garden Tips  

JULY 

 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners


 www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                          July 2019 

 

Our July Meeting 
 

 

Do you like field trips? We’re going to go on one for our July 2 WAG meeting 

and you don’t even have to leave town!  In July we will be visiting the lovely 

garden of one of our members, Diane Brown. Diane’s garden fills her 

backyard with color and variety. Is it huge? - NO.  Is it beautiful? - YES.  Join 

us on July 2 and get some ideas about what you might do in your own garden.  

 

Diane lives at 414 S. Lorraine, Wheaton, which is 2 blocks north of Roosevelt 

Road. You can park out front or on the cross streets to the north and south of 

Diane’s house. (Illinois and Indiana) 

 

We’ll meet at 6:30 for refreshments at Diane’s, have a time of fellowship and 

then you can enjoy a leisurely stroll 

around Diane’s garden.   

 

This is a rain or shine event. Even if 

it’s pouring rain, COME! In the case 

of rain, we’ll have refreshments 

inside, but bring an umbrella so you 

can still walk around Diane’s yard.   

 

P.S.  It’s always good to bring some 

bug spray and, if you have one, bring 

a lawn chair. 

 

 

 

Don’t forget…we’re not meeting at the church in July.  See you at Diane’s, 

instead. 

 

Marilyn Sweeney 
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Monarchs  

Migration Complete 
 

Check out the Journey North maps (Journeynorth.org) to see 

how far the monarchs have come! From 10 acres of winter 

habitat in Mexico, they have now expanded across more than 

1 billion acres of breeding habitat. 

From Kings, Nova Scotia:  

Larry saw “A female monarch flew around the field with 

common milkweed but was mainly nectaring…” (Date: 

06/08/2019) 

From Kenora District, ON:  

Sylva noted, “Finally! They are a week later than 2018 but I’m thrilled they’ve finally 

arrived.” (Date: 06/08/2019) 

From Dauphin RM, Manatoba:  

Mary J reported, “Adult Monarchs near milkweed patch. Unable to get photos.” (Date: 

06/10/2019) 

Reports from Colorado and Western U.S. 

Monarchs have definitely arrived along the Front Range in Colorado, the area just east of 

the majestic Rocky Mountains. This urban/suburban corridor is considered the very 

western edge of the Eastern Population’s range, and it’s unknown just how much of this 

habitat is used by monarchs. There’s certainly plenty of milkweed (in gardens, parks and 

open spaces) and more and more butterfly enthusiasts on the lookout for monarchs. In the 

past few weeks, Journey North reporters have posted Adult FIRST Sightings AND just 

this week Egg FIRST Sightings! 

Peak Breeding Season 

Monarchs live for only 2-6 weeks during the breeding season. All energy is focused on 

reproduction. Females search for milkweed to lay the 400-600+ eggs they can produce in 

a lifetime. Males patrol milkweed in search of females for mating. 

Four New Generations 

Monarchs can produce a new generation in about 1 month, resulting in as many as four 

generations during the typical breeding season. The population grows with each new 

generation so monarchs become increasingly noticeable as the summer wears on. 

The Migratory Generation 

This fall, the monarchs that migrate to Mexico will be 4th generation butterflies, the 

great-great-grandchildren of those that left Mexico last spring. Monarchs born after mid-

August will likely be part of the migratory generation. Get ready to watch for signs that 

the monarchs are on their way to Mexico again. 

Patti Loechl 
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS MINUTES 

Barbara Whitney,  

Secretary  

Membership Meeting, Tuesday, June 4, 2019 

The meeting was held at Christ Our Savior Church.  

Patti Loechl and Ginny Paisie provided refreshments. 22 attended the meeting, 

including Joanne Balestrieri, a former member who recently moved back to area.  

Pat Willis opened the meeting at 6:55 p.m.  

As many members as possible need to come to Lion Park Thursday, June 20, to set up 

for the plant sale the following two days. Pat will be there by 4 p.m. Tables being 

borrowed from St. John’s Church will be delivered and set up, and picnic tables will 

be arranged outside the canopy. All plants and garage sale items need to be delivered 

to the park by members, and priced and arranged on display tables. The more 

members help with this, the more quickly the job will get done. This needs to be 

completed Thursday so we are ready to begin selling on Friday morning when the 

early birds arrive.  

More members need to sign up to work shifts during the sale on Friday and Saturday, 

and Pat circulated sheets for members to sign up for days and times.  

When members come to the park to work during Friday and Saturday, they should 

bring a bottle of water, some bug repellant, and a lawn chair in case there are any slow 

times. Pat showed a couple of example plants to illustrate how plants should be potted 

and labeled.  

Ginny Paisie asked those who had not yet volunteered baked good to please sign up, 

and she asked those who had already signed up to please indicate on the sheet which 

day they would be donating.  

Joan Mruk provided the Treasurer’s Report:  

Beginning Balance 4,298.43  

Deposits: Reimbursement from Winfield Park District for 2018 expenses 301.92  

Expenses: April speaker 150.00 - March speaker 170.00  

Ending Balance 4,280.35  

Prosek’s Greenhouse expects to remain into the fall, so mums and asters have been 

ordered for WAG’s customary sale as part of Winfield’s Good Old Days.  

The evening’s program was “Best New Plants” presented by Kim Hartman. 
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Upcoming meetings 

Have you always imagined that bulbs were only for the spring?  Come to 

our August 6 meeting and find out how Blooming Bulbs can give you 

color in your garden from spring to late fall.  Our speaker will be a 

DuPage Extension Master Gardener. 

 

At our September 3 meeting we look forward to a program on Butterfly 

Gardening, which will include information that will help us attract 

butterflies to our gardens. We may even get a chance to tag a butterfly or 

see one emerging from its chrysalis.  What fun and how interesting!  

 

At our October 1 meeting we will turn to another animal that we love to 

see in our yards - birds.  Our program’s topic will be Backyard Birds and 

Bird Feeding. We’ll learn how to attract a variety of birds to our yards, a 

who’s-who of common local birds and some that we might see migrating 

through in the spring and fall.  

 

Have you ever wanted to have an English garden at your house?  Come to 

our November 5 meeting and find out What is an English Garden?  

 

We hope you can join us for each of these programs and learn about many 

different aspects of enjoying your garden. 
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Recipes from the WAG Bake Sale 

 

While all the donations were very tasty there were two outstanding entries that the 

workers requested recipes. They are listed below: 

 

Barb Whitney’s Apricot Bars 

 

1 ¼ cup flour 

1 ½ cup quick oats 

1 cup brown sugar 

1 tsp baking powder 

¾ c butter 

1 jar of apricot jam (about 16 to18oz) 

 

Combine the dry ingredients. Cut into the butter until a crumbly consistency. Spread 

2/3 of crumbs into a 9X13 Pan. Soften the jam in the microwave or in a hot water 

bath. Spread on the crumbs. Top with the remaining crumbs.  Bake at 350 degrees 

for about 35 minutes.  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Diane Brown’s Kitchen Sink Cookies 

 

Cream together: 1 Cup Butter, ¾ Cup Brown Sugar and ¾ Cup White Sugar 

Beat in 2 Eggs and 1 Teaspoon Vanilla 

Mix Together 2 ¼ Cups Flour, 1 Teaspoon Salt, 1 Teaspoon Soda  

Add to batter 

 

At this point search your cabinets to toss in extra ingredients 

Diane added ½ Cup Pecans, Coconut, Caramel Chips, Dried fruit (she used Cherries 

and Cranberries) 

¼ Cup Peanut butter, White Chocolate Chips 

1 ½ Cup Chocolate Chips 

 

Drop by Tablespoon onto a cookie sheet and bake in 375 degree oven for 11 

minutes. 
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 
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More at The Growing Place… 
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2 Visit and Tour 

Diane Brown’s Garden 

March 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs  

Laura Christensen 

August 6 Blooming Bulbs 

DuPage Extension Master Gardener 

April 2 

 

Show-Stopping Shrubs 

Laura Christensen 

Sept  3 Butterfly Gardening 

May 7 Carol Chicorski 

Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

October1 Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding 

June 4 Kim Hartman 

Best New Plants 

November 5 
 

What is an English Garden? 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2019: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December:  

1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church, 501 Summit Ave, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents - Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  

dgrace05@gmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-204-3204  

aj3204.ae@gmail.com 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 

melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

July Birthdays 

Patti Loechl                       11 

Anita Elbe                         26 

Sue Jansen                        27 

Pat Willis                          30 
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