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WAG Meeting 

June 4, 2019 

Best New Plants 

Kim Hartman 

6:30 Refreshments and Social 

6:45 Business meeting 

7:00 Program 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield  

More information on Page 5 

  

  Winfield Area Gardeners 

Celebrating 25 years 

June 2019 
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A Message from President Willis: 

Barely three weeks to our Plant, Garage and Bake sale 
 

The sale will be Friday, June 21 and Saturday, June 22 at Lion Park, in Winfield.  

Thursday evening, June 20 is a critical time period as the tables must be placed, the 

plants and garage sale items delivered to the park, and all plants and garage sale 

items must be priced and arranged. Remember that this sale is WAG’s major source 

of funds to support the programs at our meetings, so it is important that all members 

contribute both their efforts as well as plants and other sale items. 

 

Chairman: 

Bake Sale:   Ginny Paisie 

Garage Sale:   Diane Brown 

Plant Sale:   Pat Willis and Barb Whitney  

 

Tasks to be completed:  

Notify Winfield Police we will be in the park June 20, 21 & 22 (Pat Willis.)  This is 

also important, as it may reduce the chance of our directional signs being removed 

before the end of the sale.  

Notify Park District so that they do not cut the grass on Friday or Saturday, but 

rather earlier in the week (Patty Loechl)  

Placement of directional signs at intersections- this must be done late Thu or very 

early on Friday morning.  (Urban Oen) 

 

Bake Sale Items:  

Per Ginny Paisie, the bakery items should be 

on a small disposable plate and covered with 

a wrap or in a zipped bag and labeled.   

Please indicate any peanut or other nut 

content.  Whether Friday or Saturday, the 

items should be delivered to the park between 

8 and 8:30 AM.      

 

Schedule: A sign-up sheet will again be 

distributed at the June 4 meeting. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners


 www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners                                          June 2019 

 

Thursday, June 20:   As many members as possible to be at the park by 5PM to set 

up for the sale:  

Members please bring plants and garage sale items to the park and place them at the 

locations noted between 4PM and 7PM. If you cannot deliver your items then, 

deliver them earlier to a friend who can then get them to the park. 

Members work together placing all tables 

Members work together arranging and pricing all garage sale items 

Members work together arranging and pricing all plants   

 

Friday, June 21 and Saturday, June 22:   The members who have volunteered to 

work the first shift must be at the park no later than 8AM, so that we can be open 

for the early birds at 8:30AM.  

Friday, June 21 Shifts (5 or more each shift):  

 7:30 AM to 11:30AM (opening by 8:00AM)     

 11:30 AM to 3:00PM 

 1:00PM to 4:30PM (closing by 4:30PM) 

Saturday, June 22 Shifts (5 or more each shift):  

 7:30AM to 11:30AM (opening by 8:00AM) 

 11:30AM to 3:00PM (Discount plants at noon) 

1:30PM to 4:30PM Pack up unsold garage sale items, distribute plants, etc.    

All tables, etc. must be picked up no later than 4:30PM and returned to St. 

John’s. 

 

In the Growing Place catalogue I found a guide for both light and moisture which I 

hope you find helpful when you write the tags for the plants you are contributing to 

the plant sale. Please also indicate plant height and color! 

Light:  

 Full Sun:  6+ hours during the day  

 Part Shade: Lightly filtered sun or 3-5 hours of morning sun 

 Full Shade:  1-3 hours of sun anytime during the day  

Moisture:  

 Dry most of the time:  wet for less than a day after a substantial rain 

 Well Drained Soil: Moist when it rains – no standing water 

Mixed: Dry in summer, wet in spring or wet for some time after a substantial rain,  

 Dry in between 

Wet Most of the time: sump pump outflow or low-lying area 

Pat  
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June Garden Tips  

 

Replenish mulch under trees and shrubs to conserve moisture, 

reduce weeds, and control temperature fluctuations in soil. 

 

Prune late spring flowering shrubs and hedges now. 

 

Avoid pruning oaks and elms between mid-April and October. 

Oak wilt and Dutch elm disease are spread by sap feeding 

insects carrying the disease from tree to tree. 

 

Monitor all plants regularly for insect and disease problems. 

Early detection can make a difference! 

 

Pull weeds before they go to seed. 

 

Plant summer flowering bulbs and annuals. 

 

Avoid deep cultivation around shallow rooted plants by hand 

pulling weeds when they are small. 

 

Monitor container plants daily, especially those in clay pots, for 

watering needs. 

 

Pinch garden mums and asters once a month for bushier growth. 

Stop pinching after July 15 so plants can set flower buds. 

 

Remove faded blossoms from flowering annuals, perennials, and 

roses to encourage more blooms. 
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Our June Meeting 

Kim Hartman 

Best New Plants (annuals, perennials, shrubs) for 2019 
We are excited to have Kim Hartmann join us at our next meeting on June 

4.  We are all searching for the perfect plants for our gardens and Kim will 

be here to help.  She will be highlighting the best new plants: annuals, 

perennials, roses, vegetables, shrubs and trees for 2019. Only those plants 

with unique new features that are successful in our region make the list. 

Come see what's new and what you might be able to add to your garden. 

Kim Hartmann is well qualified to present this program.  She is a 

landscape designer who has been with Countryside for twelve years. Her 

education is in Horticulture and Communication and she is a Master 

Gardener.  She loves both growing things herself and teaching others 

about how to be successful.   We hope you will join us for this interesting 

and informative program. See you there! 

Marilyn Sweeney 
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Upcoming programs 

 

We’ve had some wonderful programs in the first half of 2019, but we have many 

more great programs to come.  Put these on your calendar so you can be sure to join 

us.  

 

In July, we will be visiting the lovely garden of one of our members, Diane Brown. 

Diane’s garden fills her backyard with color and variety. Is it huge? - NO.  Is it 

beautiful? - YES.  Join us on July 2 and get some ideas about what you might do in 

your own garden. Directions and Diane’s address will be sent out in our July 

newsletter. 

 

Have you always imagined that bulbs were only for the spring?  Come to our 

August 6 meeting and find out how ‘Blooming Bulbs’ can give you color in your 

garden from spring to late fall.  Our speaker will be a DuPage Extension Master 

Gardener. 

 

At our September 3 meeting we look forward to a program on ‘Butterfly 

Gardening,’ which will include information that will help us attract butterflies to our 

gardens. We may even get a chance to tag a butterfly or see one emerging from its 

chrysalis.  What fun and how interesting!  

 

At our October 1 meeting, we will turn to another animal that we love to see in our 

yards - birds.  Our program’s topic will be ‘Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding.’ 

We’ll learn how to attract a variety of birds to our yards, a who’s-who of common 

local birds and some that we might see migrating through in the spring and fall.  

 

Have you ever wanted to have an English garden at your house?  Come to our 

November 5 meeting and find out ‘What is an English Garden?’ 

 

We hope you can join us for each of these programs and learn about many different 

aspects of enjoying your garden. 

 

Marilyn 
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Getting Your Plants Ready 

This spring has been a tough time for digging plants for WAG’s Plant, 

Garage and Bake Sale on June 21st and June 22nd, thanks to the cold 

temps, late snow, and all that rain! We gardeners have to be a hardy bunch 

to survive, and survive we do. And finally the gardens are welcoming us 

once again. 

Last winter was really severe, and a lot of people will be looking for 

replacements for plants that didn’t survive, so we have an opportunity for 

a very successful plant sale. 

If you need pots for your plants, there will be some available at the June 4 

meeting as well as stakes for labeling the plants. Be sure to get what you 

need. When you pot your plants, please use POTTING SOIL. It works 

much better than garden soil for the potted plants. Join forces with a friend 

or two to share a bag. 

Here’s what should be on the labels: 

• Sun or Shade, whatever the plant requires. Sun/Part Sun is a good 

description for some plants. You know how it grows in your yard. 

• Plant Name: common name, and botanical name if you have it 

• Height; someone who wants a tall plant will be disappointed with 

one that is only six inches high, and vice versa! 

• Color and timing of blooms 

 

Here’s hoping we have a terrific plant sale! 
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          Monarchs  

 

 

 

From the tracking done by “Journey North,” the maps 

show that Monarchs have already returned to our area. I have not seen one 

yet!  

Because of the very strong weather that we have had, most of the 

Milkweed has not had a chance to grow yet. The butterflies usually follow 

the Milkweed (so important!) But I shudder to think about what they are 

doing now with very little flower nectar or Milkweed to feed on. The 

population headed our way was huge this year. 
 

 

Hummingbirds 

 

I read that our little “Fly Bys” were spotted here over a 

week ago, so I put out my feeder and sure enough. We’ve 

had a little female visitor every day. What a great sign of 

Spring! 
 

 

Creekside Help 

 

I still have flowers to plant and plants to put in at Creekside Park. So 

please give me a call if you have some time. And weeding-did I mention 

weeding? 

I will notify you when it is your time to water during this Summer and 

Fall. 

 

Patti Loechl    
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS MINUTES 

Membership Meeting, Tuesday, May 7, 2018 
The meeting was held at Christ Our Savior Church. 

Karen Skillman and Jody Schoneck provided refreshments.  

24 attended the meeting, including 3 visitors. 

Pat Willis opened the meeting at 7:10. Saturday, May 18 will be planting at Creekside 

Park from 9 A.M until noon. Patti Loechl is organizing the effort and needs volunteers to 

help with the planting. There should be only minimal clean-up work since a group of 

scouts helped with that effort in April. Sign-up sheets were circulated for planting on 

May 18 and for the watering and weeding schedule that runs over the whole summer. 

Two people share the watering and weeding tasks for two-week periods over the summer. 

Pat outlined the schedule for the Plant, Garage and Bake Sale June 21 – 22. Plants and 

garage sale items are to be delivered to Lion Park on Thursday, June 20, starting at 4:30 

P.M. Volunteers are needed that day to arrange tables and organize and price plants and 

garage sale items, so we will be organized and ready for business Friday morning. The 

more workers we have Thursday, the quicker the job will get done. A sign-up sheet was 

circulated for Thursday evening. A second set of sheets was circulated for working shifts 

on Friday and Saturday, June 21 and 22 to help during the sale. 

Ginny Paisie is in charge of the bake sale part of the event. She asked that everyone think 

about what they can contribute such as cookies and breads, of course, but maybe also 

chocolate dipped pretzels or granola, if those are your specialties. Some goods are needed 

Friday and some on Saturday, to reduce the job of safely storing over Friday night and to 

provide fresh goods on Saturday. Ginny circulated sign-up sheets for bake sale 

contributions and for shifts to work on selling. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance 4,298.43 

Deposits 301.92 

(Reimbursement from Winfield Park District for 2018 expenses) 

Expenses 150.00 

(April speaker) 

Balance on Hand 4,450.35 

The evening’s program was “Dahlias! Living Fireworks” presented by Carol Cichorski. 

Submitted by 

Barbara Whitney,  

Secretary   
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

 

 

 

                      

There are several categories of classes and seminars offered at the arboretum:  Nature Art & 
Photography, Wellness & Green Living, Trees & Nature, Natural Areas Conservation, Birds & 
Wildlife, Outdoor Adventure, Professional Development, Family Programs and, of course, 
Gardening and horticulture.  Go to:  mortonarb.org/ed-gardening 
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2 Visit and Tour 

Diane Brown’s Garden 

March 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs  

Laura Christensen 

August 6 Blooming Bulbs 

DuPage Extension Master Gardener 

April 2 

 

Susan Brooks 

Nature Themed Notecards 

Sept  3 Butterfly Gardening 

 

May 7 Carol Chicorski 

Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

October1 Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding 

June 4 Kim Hartman 

Best New Plants 

November 5 
 

What is an English Garden? 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2019: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December:  

1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church, 501 Summit AV, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents - Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  

dgrace05@gmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-204-3204  

aj3204.ae@gmail.com 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 

melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

June 

Birthdays 

Karen Blum Has the 

whole month of June as 

the only WAG birthday !! 

June 4th is her special day 
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