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Patti’s Prologue: 

There’s excitement in the air! Our Annual Plant, Garage and Bake 

Sale will be Friday and Saturday, June 18th and 19th. Hurrah! Always a 

fun time. But first the work. 

I’ve met with the Board and with the Chairpersons (with the help of Pat 

Willis) for the Sale. 

I’m going to mention a few things here, and then you will hear more at the 

June 1st meeting or via “E-blast.” 

I hope that you are starting to gather some things. Plants can be potted up. 

Just need a little attention from you now and then. Look for some really 

neat Garage Sale items and clean them up. The Garage Sale Chairs want 

to price everything for us on the evening of Thursday, June 17th. Thanks 

very much! And start baking, if you can. Your freezer is your friend for 

this. 

We discussed care of the Gazebo at Creekside Park at the Board Meeting. 

I have planted clumps of annuals given to us from Cantigny Gardens. But 

I’m afraid that the weeding has become an overwhelming problem. So, 

we’d like to plan a “Work Day” for Saturday, June 4th around 9:00 am, or 

any time you want to come. The weeds aren’t moving! There really are a 

lot of perennials there now. Upkeep, once it’s cleaned up, should be 

minimal. I’ll check with you at the next Meeting. 

It has come to my attention that I never really asked the membership 

about how they felt about saying the “Pledge of Allegiance” at the 

beginning of our meetings. Please feel free to send me your thoughts on 

this. I will also take a hand vote at the meeting. 

Pattivanloechl@hotmail.com 

AND we can’t forget our PADS Box. Your response has been wonderful. 

It is really appreciated. Any contribution will help these folks. PADS tries 

to help them find permanent housing and jobs. 

Con’t next page 
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Patti 
  

 

 

I have pots and white stakes on my front porch. If You need a certain size, let me know. I 

probably have it! 
 

Work Schedule        

 Friday, June 18th        7:30-10:30 

             1. Melody Barszcz 

             2. Anita Elbe 

             3.Patti Loechl 

 

          10:30-1:30 

              1.Joan Mruk 

              2.Melody Barszcz 

              3. 

 

          1:30-4:30 

               1.Evelyn Bertini 

               2.Karen Blum 

               3. 

 

    Saturday, June 19th 

            7:30-10:30 

                1.Sharon Cline 

                2.Maureen Kiely 

                3. 

              

             10:30-1:30 

                1.Maureen Sweeney 

                2.Patti Loechl  

                3. 

              1:30-Close (Clean Up) 

                 1.Sue Jansen 

                 2.Barb Whitney 

                 3. 

For Close Up 

                  1. 

                  2. 

                  3. 

                  ETC. 
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Monarch Migration 
 

 

 

Monarchs are now as far north as southern 

Ontario. Migratory activity will continue for 

the next several weeks. The milkweed is 

starting to grow here. I’ve seen plants that are 

3-4 inches high. I’ve also seen photos of eggs on very small plants. You’ve 

gotta do what you’ve gotta do! 

While milkweed is critical for Monarchs, nectar rich flowers are important as 

well. 

Such as: Bee Balm (Monarda), Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis), Zinnia, 

and Salvia, just to name a few. 

Thanks for your help. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

Hummingbird News 

The sweet Hummingbirds have returned! I have one so far! Keep your feeders 

clean and filled. Keep a lookout for tiny nests (I saw one a few years ago at 

Creekside Park. Amazing😍.) Watch for territorial behavior and nectaring 

activity. 

Keep busy! 

Patti Loechl 
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Our Meeting 

 

Exploring Our State and Provincial Parks 

By James P. Rowan 

Jim has a degree in natural science from Northeastern Illinois 

University and has lectured to many organizations and schools for the 

past twenty five years. Jim will 

present a slide show on our National 

Parks including Starved Rock, 

Illinois Beach, and Devil’s Lake in 

Wisconsin. Our National Parks are 

the ultimate destination to view 

wildlife and see the beauty of the 

outdoors. Just sit back and enjoy the scenery, and dream of the trips 

you can take this summer and fall. 

I talk 

more about growing needs and ways to harvest  
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Sharon Cline’s Scottish Shortbread recipe  

(From May Meeting)  

 

Growing up, I have fond memories of my Scottish neighbor, Mrs. 

Winkelmann, who was like a second mother to me.  She made the best 

shortbread, as well as lovely decorated cutout cookies with glazed icing.  

When I visited her as an adult one day, we sat in her kitchen and chatted 

while she was making a batch of her Scottish Shortbread.  I paid close 

attention and after she pressed the dough into the pan, I repeated the 

ingredients to her.  She was shocked that I was watching so attentively-

but I wanted that recipe!  So here it is, with a few suggested variations. 

 

Scottish Shortbread 

4 cups of all-purpose flour, sifted 

½ cup corn starch 

4 sticks of softened butter 

1 cup of sugar 

 

Heat oven to 350 degrees F.  Cream the butter and sugar.  In a separate 

bowl, mix the sifted flour with the cornstarch, then add to the butter/sugar 

mixture.  Try not to overmix.  Press dough into a jelly roll pan (or cookie 

sheet that has sides) and smooth over the top with fingertips.  Dock with a 

fork in neat, evenly-spaced rows down the length of the pan.  Bake for 40 

min and remove from oven just as they start to turn golden.  Cut into 

rectangles before they cool.  Your cuts will be made in between the 

docked rows.  Cool and serve in pan. 

 

Additional ingredients for different flavors: 

I used approximately 1 TBS crushed dried rosemary with tonight’s batch 

You may try edible lavender for a different flavor (not sure how much) 

While still warm, I dusted the top of the batch with vanilla bean sugar but 

you may leave it plain 

 

Enjoy! 
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Gardening tips for June 

• Water trees and shrubs deeply if natural rainfall is less than 

one inch per week. 

Water the soil and not the foliage to reduce leaf spot 

diseases. 

• Replenish mulch under trees and shrubs to conserve 

moisture, reduce weeds, and control temperature 

fluctuations in soil. 

• Prune late spring flowering shrubs and hedges now. 

• Avoid pruning oaks and elms between mid-April and 

October. 

Oak wilt and Dutch elm disease are spread by sap feeding 

insects carrying the disease from tree to tree. 

• Monitor all plants regularly for insect and disease 

problems. 

Early detection can make a difference! 

• Pull weeds before they go to seed. 

• Plant summer flowering bulbs and annuals. 

• Avoid deep cultivation around shallow rooted plants by 

hand pulling weeds when they are small. 

• Monitor container plants daily, especially those in clay 

pots, for watering needs. 

• Pinch garden mums and asters once a month for bushier 

growth. 

Stop pinching after July 15 so plants can set flower buds. 

• Remove faded blossoms from flowering annuals, 

perennials, and roses to encourage more blooms. 
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Membership Meeting 

Membership Meeting, Tuesday, May 4, 2021 was held at Christ Our Savior 
Church. 

Sharon Cline, DJ Harborth and Dianne Lambert provided refreshments.  

23 attended the meeting, including Meghan Smylie, a guest of Sharon Cline 

 

Pat Willis conducted the meeting in the absence of President Patti 
Loechl, who was out of town. The meeting began with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The meeting primarily focused on the upcoming Plant, Garage and 
Bake Sale which will be held June 18 – 19 (Friday and Saturday).  Ginny 
Paisie, who wasn’t able to attend, and who is in charge of baked goods, 
requested a sign-up sheet be circulated for members to indicate what they 
would be contributing and whether it would be on Friday or Saturday.  

Diane Brown, who is in charge of the garage sale, said that the items 
would be priced as part of setting up for the sale. She also reminded members 
to keep quality in mind in selecting items to donate. 

Maureen Kiely, the chairman of the overall sale, questioned the recent 
practice of using long stakes (parts of mini blind slats) to mark plants. Pat 
Willis explained the larger stakes have space for necessary information: 
name, light requirement (full/part sun, shade), height, color and time of bloom. 
Maureen circulated a sign-up sheet for staffing 3 hour shifts on Friday and 
Saturday during the sale. Members are asked to sign up to work at least one 
shift. They will work with plants or garage sale or baked items, depending on 
where the customer need is.  

WAG will set up Thursday afternoon, June 17, at the shelter at Lions 
Park. All plants and garage sale items need to be brought to Lions Park then. 
Arrangements will be made to borrow tables from St. Johns Church, which will 
be delivered and set up then, and some extra muscle power from sons and 
husbands will be needed. Plants and garage sale items (good quality, please) 
will be arranged and priced, so we will be ready for business first thing Friday 
morning. 

The evening’s program was Herbology 101, about growing, preserving 
and using herbs presented by Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh. 

Submitted by, 

Barbara Whitney, Secretary 
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

  https://mortonarb.org/ 
 

 
 
The trolls are gone, but a new exhibit is at the Arb! 

 
 

   https://cantigny.org/ 
 
Membership NOT required 

 

https://mortonarb.org/
https://cantigny.org/
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Programs for 2021 

March 2 Shade Gardening 

Mel Zalloudek 

August 3 TBD 

April 6 

 

TBD Floral Design And The 
Herbal Garden’  

Kathi Rose 

September 7 TBD 

May 4 Herbology 101 

Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh 

October 5 
 

TBD 
 

June 1 Exploring Our State And 
Provincial Parks 

James P. Rowan 

November 2 TBD 

July 6 TBD December 7 Holiday Party &  
Potluck Dinner? 

June 18-19 Plant and Garage Sale 

 

 

Birthdays for June 

Karen Blum              4 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2020: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December 

Regular: 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield 

 

 

OFFICERS: 

President-Patricia Loechl 630-730-4801 

pattivanloechl@hotmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Evelyn Bertini 630-532-2063 

Evtini@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Anna Saake 630-456-0644 

anna@saake.net 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Karen Blum 

630-484-5535 

Karen.blum@cbexchange.comCo-Newsletter Editors  

 

Anita Elbe 630-293-3204 aj3204@comcast.net 

Melody Barszcz 630-254-6250 melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

 
 

 

mailto:aj3204@comcast.net

