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By Laura Christensen 

 

6:30 Refreshments and Social 

6:45 Business meeting 

7:00 Program 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield  
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A Message from President Willis: 

From the comments I’ve heard, I believe everyone enjoyed the luncheon. 

The venue is excellent, especially with a dusting of snow, and the food was 

delicious. Thanks to Carol Robin and Karen Skillman for organizing the luncheon, 

and many thanks to my partner, Julie Nowack, for the decorations. All in all, it was 

a great afternoon. 

As we enter March and hopefully Spring, be on the lookout for the lineup of 

programs that Marilyn will announce soon. She is doing a great job finding 

interesting and exciting programs. 

Looking ahead, it is never too early to begin thinking about the plants and/or garage 

sale items you will donate to the club. Now that we have a wonderful location for 

the sale, Lions Park in Winfield, we know the condition and available display areas 

that make organizing the event so much simpler. We are looking for a member to be 

a chairperson for each of the segments: Plants, garage, and bake sale items. The 

dates are June 22nd and 23rd. 

Thanks to Joan Mruk, we now know that Prosek’s will close the end of June. Very 

traumatic!!!!! That means that unlike other years, our only source of income will be 

the plant, garage, and bake sales. 

Remember also that membership dues are due…$25.00, a real bargain. Thanks to 

you, we are a great group of people! 

Pat 

  

“Gardening is medicine that needs no prescription... 

and with no limit on dosage.” 

Author unknown  

 

 “I believe that kneeling to tend a garden 

is a hymn of humble praise.” 

Susan J Erickson 

 

Thanks, Patti Loechl, for these great quotes! 
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March Garden Tips from Urban Oen 

 

• Clean up any garden beds left to winter over. Cut back browned-out 

ornamental grasses and foliage of perennial flowers that you didn’t 

remove in fall. Some of it may even rake off. Compost the dead 

foliage.  

 

• As soon as you see new growth on roses, remove their winter 

protection. Prune and fertilize as needed.  

 

• Divide summer and fall-blooming perennials as soon as you can 

work the soil.  

 

• When the soil temperature reaches 40 degrees, fertilize trees and 

shrubs before new growth begins.  

 

• Pull any weeds that survived or sprouted over winter (Yes, some 

even grow then!). They’ll also come out easier in the soft, damp soil 

than in summer. Wait until warmer weather to add new mulch.   

 

• Don’t prune spring flowering shrubs now. Wait until almost a month 

after they bloom. Pruning now may remove this year’s flowers.     

 

• Don’t remove the foliage on early-blooming bulbs until it turns 

yellow or brown and falls flat, called ripening. The foliage 

replenishes the bulb with nutrients needed for next year’s bloom. 
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Our March Meeting 

We hope that you will be able to join us for our March 5th meeting. 

We are pleased to welcome Laura Christensen as our evening’s 

speaker. Laura is the owner of Design with Nature, her own 

landscape design business. Laura has also been designing and 

gardening on her own property for more than 25 years and is an 

active member of the Wheaton Garden Club. 

Laura will be sharing a presentation on Show Stopping Shrubs for 

the Home Landscape. Shrubs are a great source for 3 to 4 seasons’ 

interest in the home landscape, with new cultivars being introduced 

each year. Laura will share with us some of the newest varieties as 

well as tried and true shrubs. 

Laura will focus on presenting shrubs that offer beauty in multiple 

seasons and that include attractive features such as decorative bark, 

great fall color and interesting branching. 

We hope you will join us for this interesting and informative 

program. 

Marilyn Sweeney 
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Monarchs and Robins 

 

First of all, I need to correct the data I gave in last month's Newsletter about the 

Monarch counts.  The figures I had were from last year's overwintering population, 

not this year’s. 

 

Let’s try this again.   This is "Journey North’s" 26th season. They've been a 

wonderful asset for us "Citizen Scientists"! 

 

The Mexico colonies have the highest recorded numbers of Monarchs since 2006, 

an increase of 144%!  There has been a lot of activity at the over-

wintering sites through most of the winter. Early mating and signs of 

departing were noted. The first Monarchs began leaving 

February 16-17.  This kind of activity is usually not 

noted until mid-March. 

 

The California groups have declined to their lowest levels ever. 

They tend to leave their roosts when a storm is coming.  Since 

California has been battered by many coastal storms, the Monarchs found it difficult 

to return. This, along with the fires, habitat loss and use of pesticides have really 

threatened them. Something dramatic will have to be done in these areas to help the 

Monarchs return. 

 

Let's talk about Robins! Volunteers have noticed waves of 

robins already on the move this year! One lady in Hood River, 

Oregon counted 50 robins in her front yard on February 10th!  

They enjoy a more moderate climate and that might explain 

the robins’ appearance. 

 

Lots of things are changing for us and for the insect and bird 

worlds. 

 

Patti Loechl    
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS MINUTES 

 

Luncheon Meeting, Sunday, February 10, 2019 

The meeting was held at Prairie Landing Golf Club in West Chicago, IL. 

30 members attended the luncheon. Pat Willis welcomed everyone to this 

kick-off event for the 2019 year. WAG was founded in 1994, making this 

the 25th anniversary. The board has discussed ways to publicize this. 

The plant, garage and bake sales will be June 21 – 22, and Lions Park has 

been confirmed as our location this year. This is where we were in 2018, 

after Creekside Park was flooded.  It turned out to be a very convenient 

location, because of the shelter and all the picnic tables on which to 

arrange our wares. 

The fall mum, aster and kale sale will be in Creekside Park. Joan Mruk 

will contact Prosek’s about once again supplying the plants. Prosek’s 

property is for sale because the owners want to retire, and a developer is in 

the process of getting the permits and annexation to build a medical office 

building, but the garden center will be in operation this season. 

Members were reminded that this year’s dues need to be paid by the 

March meeting and could be paid at the luncheon by check or with the 

exact amount ($25) in cash. 

February 10th was Karen Skillman’s birthday. The mini Crème Brule on 

her dessert plate sported 3 lit candles, and she was given 2 birthday cards 

signed by members. 

On a sad note, it was announced that long-time member, Karen Gangested, 

had passed away Wednesday, February 6 after battling cancer. 

Barbara Whitney,  

Secretary  
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 
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For more info:  https://www.cslibrary.org/attend/garden-resource-fair 

 

 

For more info:  www.chicagoflower.com 
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For more info:  https://www.gardenclubsofillinois.org 

  www.dupageforest.org 

 

This session is also offered on Tuesday, March 12, 6:00-7:30pm 

https://cantigny.org/event/greenhouse-tour/ 
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2 Garden Visit/Tour 

Diane Brown’s home 

March 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs  

Laura Christensen 

August 6  

April 2 

 

Nature-Themed Notecards  

Susan Brooks 

Sept  3  

May 7 Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

Carol Chicorski 

October 1  

June 4 Best New Plants for 2019 

Kim Hartman 

November 5 
 

 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale 

 

 

December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2019: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December:  

1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church, 501 Summit AV, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents - Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  

dgrace05@gmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-204-3204  

aj3204.ae@gmail.com 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 

melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

March Birthdays 

Evelyn Bertini          3/13 

Anna Saake              3/13 

Eddie Wollenberg    3/29 
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