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WAG Meeting 

May 7, 2019 

Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

Carol Cichorski 
6:30 Refreshments and Social 

6:45 Business meeting 

7:00 Program 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield  

More information on Page 5 

 

Winfield Area Gardeners 

Celebrating 25 Years 

May, 2019    
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From the President 

Help Wanted 
During both May and June meetings, sign-up sheets will be circulated for 

members to commit for the annual planting at Creekside Park, and of 

course, the plant, garage and bake sale in June. 
 

Creekside Park planting will be a couple of hours in May and a schedule 

for watering during the summer.  The flowers we plant have been donated 

by Cantigny and supplemented as necessary by purchases. Patty Loechl is 

the lead in this effort.  
 

There will be two sets of sign-up sheets for the Plant-Garage-Bake Sale. 

The first will be for Thursday night, June 20th. We will be organizing and 

pricing both plants and garage sale items. We need many, many people to 

help with this. It is critical that we project a professional appearance to our 

customers.  Generally, we begin about 5PM and are finished by 8PM, but 

that depends on the number of members who participate and the number 

of plants. 
 

The second set of sign-up sheets is for Friday and Saturday. One sheet will 

ask what baked goods you are donating, and what time on Friday or 

Saturday you will bring them. The other sign-up sheet is to work the actual 

sale on Friday, June 21 and/or Saturday, June 22. There will be specific 

times for each shift, generally 4 hours per shift.  
 

I still need a member to lead the garage sale and a member to help with the 

organization of the plant sale. This combined sale is an important activity 

for the club, and so I hope you will help.  

Thanks,  

Pat Willis 
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Garden Tips for May 

 

Begin planting trees, shrubs, and perennials now. 
 

Divide and transplant perennials after they flower. 
 

Plant annuals after all danger of frost has past.  Average date is May 15. 
 

Deadhead spring bulbs when they are done flowering to direct energy back 

into bulbs.  Do not remove foliage.  Let it die back naturally. 
 

Prune spring flowering trees and shrubs immediately after blooming. 

Crabapple, forsythia, lilac, viburnum. 
 

Avoid pruning oaks and elms from mid-April through October. 
 

Apply 3 to 4 inches of mulch around plants.  This reduces weeds, conserves 

moisture, and controls temperature fluctuations in soil.   
 

Keep mulch from touching the bark of trees and shrubs at ground level.  

Mulch will keep the bark wet and lead to rot and deterioration. 
 

Stake tall and floppy perennials (peonies, delphiniums) as they grow. 
 

Monitor all plants regularly for insect and disease problems. 
 

Check evergreens, especially spruces, for spider mites; treat as new growth 

begins. 
 

Place a white sheet of paper under branch and tap lightly, looking for 

moving pin-head size spots. 
 

Apply fungicide sprays to roses to control diseases such as black spot. 
 

(Ed. Note - As found on the Morton Arboretum website) 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners
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Creekside News 

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN! 

Hurrah!  It's almost time to do our planting at Creekside Park again. 

I hope that several of you can come to plant a few pretty flowers around the 

Gazebo. And also help us to tend to the perennials already there.  The date is 

Saturday, May 18, 9:00 am (or whenever you can come.) I will have a sign-up sheet 

at the May meeting. I need the help. Please consider it.  

 

It's also time to think about your availability to come water/weed for a two-week 

period of time during the summer.  You will have a partner because we try to sign 

up in twos. I will give you all the help I can.  I will have a sign-up sheet at the May 

meeting. Please consider this as well. Doesn't take that much time. 

----------------- 

We had a great time Saturday, April 13th with our scouts, Dads and Moms. They 

were really very helpful. And they found lots of worms!  We had Luca, Cooper, 

James, Nolan, Julius and Caleb.  Mrs. Wills and Mrs. Whitney came along to help. 

Thank you to everyone! 
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Our May Meeting 

 

Carol Cichorski - Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

Did you know that dahlias come in many colors, including white, red, 

pink, orange, purple and yellow and that they vary in size from small ones, 

perfect for the front of the border, to show-stopping plants with dinner-

plate size flowers.  Our speaker this month, Carol Cichorski, has been 

raising dahlias for 19 years and, it would be no exaggeration to say, is a 

dahlia expert. 

At our meeting on May 7, we will learn all about dahlias, including how to 

grow them so that we can enjoy their 

beauty and their variety.  In addition, Carol 

will bring dahlia plants that will be 

available for sale, so you can enjoy some 

of nature's fireworks in your own yard this 

year.  

We hope you'll come on May 7th for an 

enjoyable and informative presentation.  

Marilyn Sweeney 

----------------- 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

June - Kim Hartman 

Best New Plants (annuals, perennials, shrubs) for 2019 

 

July - Visit/tour Diane Brown’s garden 
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Monarchs  

 

As of April 23rd, Monarchs were sighted laying 

eggs in Kansas. The next generation will be on the 

way soon! We should look for them as our milkweed 

matures. Without milkweed, neither Monarchs nor their 

migration would exist. 

 

The Illinois Department of Transportation has really stepped up its 

commitment to planting milkweed along the highways. There is also news 

of some golf courses dedicating milkweed areas.  This is quite a victory 

for those who have worked so hard to see this happen.  Because of the 

huge population increase in Mexico this year, we can expect to see lots of 

Monarchs this Summer. GREAT! 

 
--------------------------- 

 

Hummers 

Hummingbirds have landed in Will County. First one 

sighted in Joliet on April 15th! Some of these little birds 

migrate all the way to Canada. So, if you see one, it 

might be just on a "pit stop." Hope you have your 

feeders ready. This arrival time is just about a week 

earlier than last year. 

(Editor’s Note: My daughter in Oconomowoc, WI saw 

one this past weekend!) 

 

Patti Loechl    
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS MINUTES 

Membership Meeting, Tuesday April 2, 2019 

The meeting was held at Christ Our Savior Church.  Dianne Lambert and Carol 

Robin provided refreshments.  Pat Willis opened the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  A sign-

up sheet was circulated for volunteers to help with clean-up at Creekside Park, 

along with a group of scouts and their parents at 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 13. 

There will be a visitation on Friday, April 12, from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for WAG 

member, Julie Nowack, at Hultgren Funeral Home in Wheaton, and a memorial 

service at Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Warrenville on Saturday, April 13, at 

noon. Arrangements will be made with the Winfield Public Library to donate a book 

in Julie’s memory. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Beginning Balance: 4606.35   

Deposits: Dues 450.00 

Expenditures: March speaker 225.00, Creekside Park 2018 expenses 251.92 

(Reimbursement to Patti Loechl; will be reimbursed by Park District)  Plant sale ad 

in Garden Glories 40.00, Garden Clubs of Illinois 241.00   

Total Expenditures 757.92   Balance on Hand 4,298.43 

 

Pat announced the need for a chairman/lead person for the Plant, Garage and Bake 

Sales that will occur on June 21 and 22. The major part of this job will be 

organizing and pricing the donations on Thursday, June 20, and it can easily be 

shared by two or more garage sale enthusiasts. 

 

Prosek’s Greenhouse is expected to remain open until the end of June, although the 

Village of Winfield election may affect the final outcome of the sale to the 

developer.  It was reported that Planters Palette may also be for sale. 

 

The program for the evening was a craft project making note cards conducted by 

Susan Brooks. 

 

Submitted by, 

Barbara Whitney, Secretary 
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Plant Sale – Getting Ready 

 

Finally plants are waking up and pushing up to see the sun and warmth! It’s time to 

start thinking about dividing them and preparing for the Plant, Garage and Bake 

Sale on June 21st and June 22nd. After the May 7th meeting there will still be seven 

weeks, which seems like a long time, but suddenly the day will be here! 

 

Plants benefit from a couple of weeks in the pot before the sale so they can settle in 

and feel at home. But it’s not too soon to identify which ones you’ll be dividing and 

donating. Then as they emerge, they can be divided and put into the ground nearby 

until it’s time to put them into pots for the big sale. 

 

Labeling the plants is important, and WAG has a supply of mini blind slats to be 

repurposed just for this job! You can pick some up at the next meeting. Here’s what 

should be on the labels: 

Sun or Shade requirements: Sun / Part Sun is a good description for some plants. 

You know how it grows in your yard. 

Plant Name: Common name, and botanical name if you have it. 

Height: Someone who wants a tall plant will be disappointed with one that is only 

six inches high, and vice versa! 

Color and time of blooms:  For example, Red flowers in June/July. 

 

When it’s time to pot your plants, please use potting soil. It works much better than 

garden soil for the potted plants. Join forces with a friend or two to share a bag. 

 

With good planning, we should have a terrific plant sale! 
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

https://cantigny.org/    630.668.5161 

Greenhouse Open House (Greenhouse) Sunday, May 5, 10am – 3pm 

Garden Tour: Spring Annuals and Bulbs (Visitors Center) Tuesday, May 7 11am 

Herb Container Workshop (Greenhouse) Wednesday, May 15, 6:30 pm ($40 fee) 

Spring Bulb Sale (Visitors Center parking lot) Thursday, May 23 7am 

 

 

 

organicgardenclub@icloud.com 

 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners
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  dupageforest.org 
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 Visit www.mortonarb.org/events  or Visitor Center Info 

Desk to learn more about events and activities.    630/968-0074 
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2 Visit/Tour 

Diane Brown’s Garden 

March 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs  

Laura Christensen 

August 6  

April 2 

 

Susan Brooks 

Nature Themed Notecards 

Sept  3  

May 7 Carol Cichorski 

Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

October1  

June 4 Kim Hartman 

Best New Plants 

November 5 
 

 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale 

 

 

December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

  

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2019: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December:  

1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church, 501 Summit AV, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents - Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  

dgrace05@gmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-204-3204  

aj3204.ae@gmail.com 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 

melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

May Birthdays 

Virginia Underwood           5/2 

Roberta Vendi                     5/5 

Joan Kauhl                        5/18 

Cindy Webber                  5/23 

Kay Kirkpatrick               5/24      
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