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Patti’s Prologue: 

Patti 
  

Well, I’m writing this to you on Wednesday afternoon, April 21st. 

And yes, we have had snow flurries this afternoon! Too much! So 

I hope that warm temps and sunshine have begun when you read 

this Newsletter. 

Each day that passes, we look with more anticipation toward 

when Spring will really begin. Flowering trees, daffodils, tulips 

and other early Spring blooms have kept us happy in the 

meantime. 

So at our next meeting we will really need to discuss our plans for 

our Sale on June 18th and 19th. Our four chairpersons will be 

there to provide information on what they think is important for 

their areas. And Pat Willis will be there to guide us in our 

conversation. She is a very knowledgeable gal in this regard! 

They are: 

               Maureen Kiely and DJ Harworth — Plants/ Overall prep 

               Diane Brown — Garage Sale Items 

               Ginny Paisie — Bakery items 

Please try to be present so that you can get the best information. 
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Monarch Migration 
 

The Monarch Sanctuaries in Mexico report large numbers of 

monarchs leaving on their migration trips. The population that 

overwintered this year fell 26% from last year. Wild weather has 

really taken a toll on our sweet 

Spring visitors. 

The Monarchs coming have lost 

their brilliant orange color and 

have only a few weeks to live. 

Most will be dead by May 1st. 

Let’s hope they can find 

Milkweed along the way for them to lay eggs on. 

Migration seems to have stopped temporarily as far as North 

Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland. Wind and weather are once again 

in control here. Milkweed growth has been slowed as well. We hope 

that it will grow with better weather. 

 

 

Many hummingbirds overwinter in 

Central America and Mexico.  They 

migrate to their breeding grounds in 

the United States as early as February.  

As of April 20th this year, they have 

been sighted as far as Minnesota! They 

fly by day to find nectar sources. In 

migration, they can fly as much as 23 

miles in one day.   I can’t wait to see 

them again. Get your feeders out!! 

 

Patti 
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Our Meeting 

 

Marcy Lautanen-

Raleigh 

Herbology 101 
Marcy is the creator 

and owner of Backyard 

Patch Herbs, an on-line 

source for preservative 

free herb cooking and 

tea products. The 

program Marcy will be 

presenting will detail a 

variety of topics, 

including the use, 

growing, and care of herbs. It is a perfect general 

program for those who are curious about herbs but 

do not know where to start and those wanting to 

plant to put herbs in their garden. 

 

 

May 4, 2021 



 www.facebook.com/WinfieldAreaGardeners May 2021 

Below are directions for the wonderful chocolate cake Jody 

brought to the April meeting. The first ingredient is 2 cups 

unsweetened cocoa powder. The frosting is a knock-out! 
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New Member News 

 

 

Please give a warm WAG welcome to our newest member, 

Sharon Cline.  Sharon and her husband, Robert of 15 years, 

as well as their 13 year old son, are residents of Wheaton, IL 

since 2007. They moved there from Naperville. She is recently 

retired from Edward Hospital where she was a cardiologist for 

16 years. 

 

Sharon enjoys learning different languages and is currently 

learning French through zoom from College of DuPage. She 

also enjoys reading, taking nature hikes, exercising – 

especially yoga. She loves cooking and had a vegetable garden 

so she could use her produce in her preparations. She and her 

son are involved in Boy Scouts. She also had dabbled in 

beekeeping. 

 

Sharon was delighted to find our area had a Garden Club. 

What attracted her to WAG was her gardens. She lives on 1 

acre with garden beds and would like to do more “flower” 

gardening especially with pollinators and natives – I’m sure 

we could give her some great advice!! 

Welcome Sharon – we are delighted you joined us and we 

can’t wait to get to know you!!  

 

Anna Saake 
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Membership Meeting 

April 6, 2021 

The meeting was held at Christ Our Savior Church. 

 

Karen Skillman and Jody Schoneck provided refreshments.   At every 

meeting two members bring snacks. Karen Skillman circulated a 

sign-up sheet for the remaining meetings of this year. 

 

Eighteen attended the meeting, including DJ Harborth, who joined 

WAG at the March meeting, and Sharon Cline, who joined this 

evening. WAG welcomes our newest members! 

 

President Patti Loechl opened the meeting by leading us in the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  Ginny Paisey, who is working on the Winfield River 

Walk Committee, announced that the River Walk design is finally 

complete and includes a pollinator garden. Construction is expected 

to be done by late summer, and Ginny suggested that perhaps WAG 

would volunteer to help with planting the garden as a community 

service. More information will be available closer to the time when 

the planting is actually scheduled. 

 

Patti Loechl pointed to a box labeled for PADS, a group that helps 

shelter the homeless, and requested donations to help support the 

homeless: single serve foodstuffs, full size toiletries such as soap, 

shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes, personal hygiene items. PADS 

currently has a grant which allows them to house about 100 homeless 

people in motel rooms, rather than one night at a time in shelter 

locations which had been the norm prior to Covid-19. Patti will have 

the collection box at future meetings and encourages members to 

donate. 
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Karen Blum reported that $180 ($6 per member) had been paid to 

Garden Clubs of Illinois (GCI) resulting in a treasury balance of 

$5,526.29. (Membership in GCI allows WAG to purchase group 

liability insurance yearly. It also provides each member with a 

subscription to Garden Glories and occasional educational 

opportunities.) 
  

Jody Schoneck told us that there were alyssum plugs as well as a 

large amount of scilla, a small blue flowering bulb that appears at this 

time of year, on a table at the side of the room and invited everyone 

to take as much of each as we wanted. 
 

Patti Loechl reminded us that a chairman is needed to oversee the 

Plant Sale in addition to Diane Brown who is in charge of the Garage 

Sale portion and Ginny Paisie who is in charge of the Bake Sale part. 

Maureen Kiely volunteered, and DJ Harborth said she would help 

her.  
 

The program was ‘Floral Design And The Herbal Garden’ presented 

by Kathi Rose, during which she created a planter with several herb 

plants, demonstrating how to arrange the plants and loosen the plants’ 

roots so the roots would spread out and support plant growth. Kathi’s 

demonstration planter was the first item offered during the raffle at 

the end of the meeting. 

Submitted by, 

Barbara Whitney Secretary 

 

PADS BOX 

The box for donations to the PADS shelter program will be at our next 

meeting.  Please bring something to contribute to it. Examples: 

Pop-top canned meals     Toilet paper       Paper towels    

 Ramen                            Chips                 Crackers                                                                  

Body Wash (full size)      Pudding             Jello      

Men’s Boxers (M-2XL    Women’s underwear (S-2XL) 

Patti 
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Gardening tips for May 

Begin planting trees, shrubs, and perennials now. 

Divide and transplant perennials after they flower. 

Plant annuals after all danger of frost has past. (Average 

date is May 15) 

Deadhead spring bulbs when they are done flowering to 

direct energy back into bulbs. Do not remove foliage, let it 

die back naturally. 

Prune spring flowering trees and shrubs immediately after 

blooming. Crabapple, forsythia, lilac, viburnum. 

Avoid pruning oaks and elms between mid-April and 

October. 

Apply 3 to 4 inches of mulch around plants. Avoid having 

too much mulch contact tree bark, because keeping the bark 

moist weakens it and allows insects and diseases to attack 

the plant. This reduces weeds, conserves moisture, and 

controls temperature fluctuations in soil. 

Stake tall and floppy perennials (peonies, delphiniums) as 

they grow. 

Monitor all plants regularly for insect and disease 

problems. 

Check evergreens, especially spruces, for spider mites; treat 

as new growth begins. Place a white sheet of paper under 

branch and tap lightly, looking for moving pin-head size 

spots. 

Apply fungicide sprays to roses to control diseases such as 

black spot.   
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

https://www.dupageforest.org/ 
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https://www.mortonarb.org/events/arbor-day-plant-sale-0 

 

https://www.mortonarb.org/events/arbor-day-plant-sale-0
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https://carolstream.librarycalendar.com/events/dupage-organic-garden-club-native-
plants-small-gardens-online 
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This is not an event outside the club, but it is happening in your garden!  Just a bit of 
trivia about this guy… 
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Programs for 2021 

March 2 Shade Gardening 

Mel Zalloudek 

August 3 TBD 

April 6 

 

Floral Design And The Herbal 
Garden’  

Kathi Rose 

September 7 TBD 

May 4 Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh 

Herbology 101 

October 5 
 

TBD 
 

June 1 TBD November 2 TBD 

July 6 

 
 

TBD December 7 Holiday Party &  
Potluck Dinner? 

Summer   
Plant and Garage Sale June 18 & 19 

 

 

Birthdays for May 

Virginia Underwood       2 

Debi Martinez                17 

Kay Kirkpatrick              24     

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2020: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December 

Regular: 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield 

 

 

OFFICERS: 

President-Patricia Loechl 630-730-4801 

pattivanloechl@hotmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Evelyn Bertini 630-532-2063 

Evtini@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Anna Saake 630-456-0644 

anna@saake.net 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Karen Blum 

630-484-5535 

Karen.blum@cbexchange.comCo-Newsletter Editors  

 

Anita Elbe 630-293-3204 aj3204@comcast.net 

Melody Barszcz 630-254-6250 melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 
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