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WAG Meeting 

October 1, 2019 

Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding 

David Brooks 
6:30 Refreshments and Social 

6:45 Business meeting 

7:00 Program 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield  

More information on Page 4 
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A Message from President Willis: 

I hope you too have had late summer hummingbird visitors.   The hummers who have come are 

interested in the Black and Blue salvia that finally bloomed and boy, do the hummers like it!  

Multiple visits. 

 

A number of items significant to WAG will be happening in the next couple of months.  

 

At the October meeting, the members nominated for the WAG Board will be introduced.   The 

preview is in this newsletter. It is this slate of officers who will chart the course of the club in 

2020.   The vote for these nominees will occur as part of the business portion at the November 

meeting.   I urge all members to attend all meetings… but especially this one.  Many thanks to 

Marilyn Sweeny, Carol Robin, and Karen Skillman for their efforts in developing the slate.  

 

The December meeting, our potluck, will be special as it is the Club's celebration of its 25th 

anniversary.   We will be inviting founding members who are still in the area as well as 

supporters of the club.   Also, look back in your records to determine the year you joined the 

club.  If you are like me, you will be surprised at how long you have been a member.  More 

details about the celebration in the next newsletter.  Many thanks to Dianne Lambert and Jodie 

Schoneck for their efforts.   

 

Finally, the date for our spring luncheon has been determined.  Mark your calendars for 

February 16, at the same location, Prairie Landing, that has been so popular with members.   

More details to follow.   Thanks to Carol Robin and Karen Skillman who are doing all the work 

associated with this effort.   

 

Here is to hoping we have a great fall!!!!!   See you at the meeting! 

Pat  
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Garden Tips  

 

Protect tender plants and annuals from light frosts by covering them 

with sheets, plastic, or newspaper on nights when frost is predicted. 

If soil tests indicate nutrient deficiency, fertilize trees and shrubs 

once leaf growth has stopped. 

 

Plants will store fertilizer in roots until needed next spring. Wait 

until spring to fertilize evergreens.  

 

If weather is dry, water plants deeply, especially evergreens, before 

the ground freezes. 

 

Continue to mow lawn as needed. 

 

After first frost, lift dahlias, gladiolus, cannas, and begonias as their 

foliage starts to yellow.  Discard tops and store bulbs, corms, and 

rhizomes in dry peat moss or vermiculite. 

 

Begin to tidy up flower beds by removing faded flower heads and 

cutting back dead stems from perennials. 

 

Remove annuals that have finished flowering. 

 

Start a compost pile. Add plant debris, such as leaves, lawn 

clippings, and garden plants. 

 

Discard heavily diseased and infested foliage. 

 

Empty large flower pot containers of plants and soil.  Bring 

containers indoors to prevent breakage from alternating freeze and 

thaw cycles. 
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Our October Meeting 

 

Marilyn Sweeney 

  

 
 
There are so many birds who live around us or fly through 
our neighborhoods on their yearly migration, but are they 
visiting our yards? The topic at our meeting on October 1, 
Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding, will help us know how to 
attract a variety of birds to our yards, not just the sparrows 
who seem to love so many of our bird feeders. David 
Brooks, our speaker, is a professional naturalist with the 
Spring Valley Nature Center in Schaumburg. In addition to 
learning how to add bird feeding stations and plantings to 
attract a wider variety of birds, David will also help us learn 
the “who’s-who” of common birds and some of the birds 
we may only see in the spring and fall during migration. We 
hope you’ll join us as we learn more about how to attract 
more of these birds to our yards.   
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Slate of officers for 2020 

We are very pleased to have a ballot for our 2020 WAG Board of officers! We will 

vote on our nominations at the November meeting and our new officers will be 

sworn in at our December meeting. As we made our phone calls, we found club 

members that are willing to continue volunteering with appointed jobs such as the 

newsletter, hospitality, publicity, and the plant/garage/bake sale that keep our club 

running during the year. Thank you all for volunteering your time and special 

talents!   

 

President:   Patti Loechl 

 

1st Vice President / Program Chairman:   Marilyn Sweeny 

 

2nd Vice President / Membership Chairman:   Sue Jansen 

 

Secretary:   Barb Whitney 

 

Treasurer:   Karen Blum 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

2020 Luncheon 

We are in the process of planning our annual WAG luncheon for February 

at Prairie Landing Golf Course in West Chicago. We always seem to enjoy 

the view, room and location for our winter retreat.  Last year it snowed 

slightly during our luncheon and they actually shoveled around our cars! 

What service! Date and menu details will be given at our October meeting. 

Then we will be collecting money for the luncheon at our November and 

December meetings. If anyone would like to help with decorations or 

flowers for the tables please contact Carol Robin and Karen Skillman.  

WAG skips our meeting for the month of January, so our luncheon is the 

kick off for our new year! 

Carol Robin  
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Creekside 

We’ve wound down our activity at Creekside Park for the year. 

I want to thank everyone who came out to plant, water, and weed. Many have said 

how nice it looks once again. 

Two members have come out recently to tie up some loose ends. Karen Skillman 

came to plant a few mums for us at the gazebo. She also pulled out an invasive 

plant that was threatening to take over! 

Jody Schoneck came to spread newspaper and 10 bags of mulch on our new 

pollinator/monarch area. More plants to come there in the Spring. 

Thanks so much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patti Loechl   
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Monarchs 

 

The information on Monarchs this season has 

been plentiful! It looks as though it has been 

a very good year for these beautiful 

butterflies. Migration to Mexico has certainly 

begun! I think that I have still seen a “final 

hatch” in my backyard. So bright and 

beautiful. But they will soon be on their way. 

 

Impressive roosts (yes, they do come together for migration) have 

been seen in the Great Lakes region. Clusters of 3,500 have been 

seen. www.journeynorth.org and www.monarchwatch.org sites have 

been putting out a lot of information. 

 

Along with the increase of numbers of caterpillars has come 

predation. Caterpillar and chrysalis turning black have been 

reported. This is often done by the Tachinid fly. Ants, mites, spiders, 

wasps and other parasites have eaten the eggs as well. A great deal 

of cleanliness and care must be taken if you decide to bring the 

caterpillars in and raise them yourself. 

 

So we will wait now to hear about the numbers that have once again 

returned to Mexico. Such a joy to see so many around this summer. 

Hope we can keep this recovery going. Plant milkweed in the spring! 
 

Patti Loechl  
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENERS MINUTES 

Membership Meeting, Tuesday, September 3, 2019 - Held at Christ Our Savior Church. 

Mary Lambert and Urban Oen provided refreshments. 21 attended the meeting. 

Pat Willis opened the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  

Marilyn Sweeney has been designated to represent the board on the Nominating Committee. 

Carol Robin and Karen Skillman volunteered to serve on the committee. They will create a slate 

of candidates for offices for 2020, which will be presented at the October 1st meeting. Voting 

will occur at the November 5th meeting, and the 2020 officers will be installed on December 

3rd. Any member who would like to hold an office, or learn more about an office by sharing it 

as a co-office holder, should contact a Nominating Committee member or a current office 

holder. Members are encouraged to become more involved and contribute their ideas, which can 

help to increase WAG’s success. 

Jody Schoneck and Dianne Lambert are talking to members to get ideas for observing WAG’s 

25th anniversary at the December meeting. Be sure to share your thoughts. A $100 budget has 

been allocated for the anniversary observance. Dianne asked if anyone had a list of charter 

members, because it would be nice to invite any who are available to attend the December 

meeting. It was suggested that she contact Rudy Czech, who was one of the WAG founders. 

Eighty-eight mum plants were sold to 21 members. The plants were delivered at the meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Beginning Balance (8-1) 6,013.97 

Expenses 

August speaker  (125.00) 

Diane Brown  (30.00)    2 memorial books for Winfield Library 

Image Engraving  (7.02)  1 name tag 

Garden Clubs of Illinois (50.00)   Club insurance 

Deposits 

Mum  sale   308.00 

Ending Balance (9-1)   $6,109.95 

On Sunday, September 8, there will be a bike ride on the Riverwalk, and participants will be 

included in the Good Old Days parade that day. 

Prosek’s Garden Center will not be sold to the developer who planned to build a medical office 

building. The Village of Winfield and the developer could not reach an agreement about the tax 

status of the property. 

The program was Butterfly Gardening, presented by Jane Grillo. 

Barbara Whitney,  

Secretary   
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

 

 
South Barrington Village Hall  30 S Barrington Rd. 

Contact Dorie Lederer 847/381-5828 hlederer@buycps.com or  

Linda Ellinghausen 630/469-9037 ellinghausen@sbclobal.net 

Registration form:  see link below. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=83038574b1&attid=0.1.1&permmsgid=

msg-f:1645129476934686160&th=16d4ac8b023755d0&view=att&disp=inline 
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Repeat classes at noon and 1:00. 
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   www.mortonarb.org 

Annual Bulb Sale  
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To register, go to mortonarb.org/ed-gardening 
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2 Visit and Tour 

Diane Brown’s Garden 

March 5 Laura Christensen 

Show-Stopping Shrubs 

August 6 Blooming Bulbs – Nancy Bell 

DuPage Extension Master Gardener 

April 2 

 

Nature Themed Notecards 

Susan Brooks 

Sept  3 Butterfly Gardening 

Jane Grillo 

May 7 Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

Carol Chicorski 

October1 Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding 

David Brooks 

June 4 Best New Plants 

Kim Hartman 

November 5 
 

What is an English Garden? 

Carol Ulrich 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2019: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December:  

1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church, 501 Summit AV, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents - Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  

dgraceb05@gmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-2605 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-204-3204  

aj3204.ae@gmail.com 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 

melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

October Birthdays 

Diane Brown                                 5 

Sherry Lobdell                             10 

Joan Santiago                               12 

Dianne Lambert                           16 

Jody Schoneck                             24 
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