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Winterizing Yard for Fall Bird 

Migrations and Feeding Stations 

By David Brooks  
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Patti’s Prologue: 

Patti 

Now is the time when people say: “Is it September already? Where did the 

Summer go?!” But don‘t we love Fall? We’ve had some beautiful days 

lately. Not enough rain, but some to get us through. I am certainly ready 

for the beautiful colors of Fall and cooler, crisp, days. Not cold! Just 

cooler. 

I really look forward to visiting with you at our September meeting. 

We’ve been “out and about” for a few Summer meetings this year, but 

we’ll be back at our Church soon with a great program. 

This will be a bittersweet meeting for us, because we need to say 

“Goodbye” to two of our wonderful longtime members. 

Karen Blum has been our valued Treasurer for several years! She’s done 

such a great job keeping our finances in order. She has helped in so many 

other ways as well. She is such a friendly person and our resident “Real 

Estate” agent as well, keeping us up to date on the market! Thank you, 

Karen. We will miss you so much. 

Karen Skillman has helped us over the years in so many ways. Always 

present as a volunteer for our projects and most recently as our Hospitality 

Chairperson. She always arrives early with Jody so the “snack table” is 

ready to go! Also, she was the editor for our WAG Facebook page, 

bringing us all kinds of interesting info on what’s going on and posting 

our events to attract visitors and potential members. Thank you, Karen, 

for your smiling, positive attitude! We will truly miss you! 

And so, as for me! It is time for me to let you know that I can no longer 

hold the position of President for the club. I am sorry because I have 

enjoyed it. I just have physical limitations now that keep me from doing 

the job that I should do. 

We can get through this. I am willing to take on the position of Treasurer. 

And, I believe we have volunteers for both of Karen Skillman’s roles. 

We just need to ask all of you to dig down deep, if you can, and see if you 

could be President for the coming year. I will, of course, support anyone 

who can do this. We will all help as you have all helped me. 
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Monarch Endangered?  
 

 You may have heard that Monarch butterflies 

have been put on an endangered species list by the 

International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature. Sounds alarming. Especially since I read 

they were doing pretty well this year. Not great, 

but pretty well. It’s always a struggle for them. 

This announcement was actually unrelated to the 

U.S. Endangered Species Act. They have NOT 

been listed as endangered in the U.S., but it does amplify the need for 

international cooperation and a unified approach to protect the North 

American Monarch. I’ll vote for that! 
_____________________________________________________ 

HUMMINGBIRD NEWS 

 

Isn’t it fun to have our sweet hummingbird 

friends back visiting our feeders again?  It 

took a good part of the summer for us to see 

any. (I think they were next door enjoying 

my neighbor’s beautiful Monarda.) 

Now we see them daily, filling up for their 

migration trip in a few weeks. 

I’ve just read that a multimillion-dollar oil 

pipeline expansion in Canada was held up 

for 4 months this Spring because Anna’s hummingbird nests were 

found along a work site. Way to protest little hummingbirds!! 
 

Patti Loechl 
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Our Meeting 

 

GUEST SPEAKER, DAVID BROOKS 

 

TOPIC: BIRDS – FALL MIGRATION AND OUR WINTER 

RESIDENT BIRDS 

 

DATE: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 

 

SNACKS: 6:30PM 

MEETING: 6:45 PM 

PRESENTATION: 7PM - 8PM 

 

David Brooks, a professional naturalist, works at Spring Valley 

Nature Center, Schaumburg, IL.  He specializes in presentations 

on Illinois natural history and green landscaping throughout  

Chicagoland since 1990. 

 

Please join us in welcoming David as he will present the fall 

migrations and our winter resident birds. 

 

See you all and bring a friend!!! 
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          Riverwalk Native Gardens 

This past Tuesday, I attended a very nice walk led by our very own Erik 

Spande and Ginny Paisie. We met at the new “Native Plant” area of the 

DuPage Riverwalk trail off of Highlake Rd. in Winfield. 

I would really encourage all of you to make a stop there to see all of the 

wonderful work that has been done! This area connects to the actual 

Riverwalk and extends from there all the way down to a beautiful pond next to 

the Ronald McDonald house and beyond. 

Thank you, Erik, for a most pleasant and informative walk and talk. I know 

that you (and many others) have worked very 

hard on this project. I remember that we had a 

guest speaker on this idea over 15 years ago! 
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Bird of the Month 

American Kestrel is the Bird of the Month for 

September. In the Fall, we begin to think more about 

the raptors as they begin hunting for their winter 

prey. 

The Kestrel is the smallest falcon in North America. 

The males have the most colorful plumage of all 

falcons. They are fierce firecrackers, though, who 

prey mostly on lizards, small mammals, insects, and 

smaller birds. 

These lovely birds occur throughout the Western 

Hemisphere from Alaska and Canada to 

southernmost South America, wherever there are adequate cavities for nesting 

and perches for hunting. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Flowers of the Month 

Custom has it that there are two flowers 

representing the month of September. 

They both symbolize strong and powerful 

love. 

The name Aster comes from the word 

meaning star. We can certainly see that in 

their shape. They come in pretty shades of 

purple, blue and white. 

Morning Glories describes their habit of opening up in the morning and then 

closing up again as the day ends. They come 

in similar colors of magenta, pink, blue and 

white. 

Bright red Morning Glories are called 

“Scarlet O’Hara’s,” blues, “Heavenly Blues,” 

and deep purple and pink, “Grandpa Otto,” 
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Gardening tips for September 

• Plant new trees and shrubs early in the month so they have 

time to develop a good root system. 

• Divide perennials that bloom in the spring and summer. 

Now is a good time to divide peonies, phlox, daylilies, and iris. 

• Apply broadleaf weed killers to lawns. 

Follow label directions. 

• Cut flowers, such as strawflower, statice, and celosia, for 

drying. 

Hang upside down in a dry, well-ventilated area out of direct 

sunlight. 

• Bring houseplants indoors before night temperatures drop 

below 55°F. 

Check for insects. 

• If the weather is dry, water plants deeply. 

Evergreens will especially need moisture in the soil for the winter 

months ahead. 

• Deadhead perennials. 

Remove and discard dead and diseased foliage to reduce infection 

next year. 

• Spring flowering bulbs can be planted from September until 

mid-November. 

• Leave the last rose blossoms of summer on plants to encourage 

dormancy. 

• Birds are beginning to migrate south. 

Restock bird feeders and put out fresh water to help them on their 

long journey. 
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

 

 

https://carolstream.librarycalendar.com/event/dupage-organic-garden-club-amazing-
microgreens-person 
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https://dupageforestfriends.givingfuel.com/night-for-nature  
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  Plant Clinic FYI  

 
  You don’t need to be a member.  
  Visit in person, call or email.  
  Bring/send a picture. 
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Programs for 2022 

March 1 

 

Container Garden Design and 
Use in the Landscape 
Kathi Rose 

August 2 Brown Bag Dinner and 
Garden Walk at Cantigny 

April 5 

 

New Plant Trends 
Barbara Collins 

September 6 Winterizing Yard for Fall Bird 
Migrations and Feeding Stations 
David Brooks 

May 3 Garden’s Frequent Fliers 
Dragonflies and Damselflies 
Cindy Crosby 

October 4 
 

TBA 

June 7 An Evening under the Oakwood 
Park Pavilion  
Members Share Tips 

November 1 TBA 

July 5 

 
 

Garden Walk at  
Urban Oen’s house 

December  6 Potluck Dinner 

June 17 & 18 Plant and Garage Sale 

 

 

Birthdays for September 

Sharon Cline        9-12 

Chryssa Sanford    9-29 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2022: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December 

Regular: 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church 

501 Summit Ave., Winfield 

 

 

OFFICERS: 

President-Patricia Loechl 630-730-4801 

pattivanloechl@hotmail.com 

CoVice President - Programs 

Evelyn Bertini 630-532-2063 

Evtini@gmail.com 

Anna Saake 630-456-0644 

Annasaake1960@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-2605 

Marilyn.sweeny@gmail.com 

Secretary – Erik Spande 630-871-6640 

Erik.spande@comcast.net 

Treasurer – Karen Blum 630-484-5535 

Karen.blum@cbexchange.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-293-3204 aj3204@comcast.net 

Melody Barszcz 630-254-6250 melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 
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