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Presented by Nancy Bell, 

DuPage Extension Master Gardener 
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A Message from President Willis: 

I hope that all your gardens made it through the hot weather.   First a huge 

thanks to Diane Brown for hosting the July meeting.   The garden was 

gorgeous - full of clever areas, and obviously a great deal of love and 

attention.   The rain did force us inside, but it gave us an opportunity to 

review the sale, and discuss additions/amendments for next year.  Two 

issues in particular were discussed; offering coffee and getting some larger 

signs.  Subsequently the board discussed each of these and the following 

actions have been taken: Marilyn Sweeney has agreed to pull all the pieces 

together for a complimentary coffee service at the sale, identify each 

component, prices, etc. Once we have everything we will bring to the 

membership for consideration. The sign is a good idea, but we need to 

check with the Village to ensure there are no restrictions before we 

investigate prices, etc.  Once we have that information, we will bring the 

information to the membership. 

    

It was fun having a members-only meeting where we could discuss 

strategy for club activities and share gardening knowledge questions, etc.   

Remember to mark your calendars; the WAG sale will be June 19 and 20, 

2020.  

Pat 
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August Garden Tips  

Monitor rainfall and keep plants well watered during times of heat 

or drought, especially newly-planted trees and shrubs. 

 

Continue to remove faded flowers on roses, annuals, and perennials. 

Pinch back leggy growth. 

 

Don't fertilize trees and shrubs now. 

New growth will not have time to harden off before winter. 

 

Mid-August through mid-September is an ideal time to establish a 

new lawn or to seed in bare spots. 

For advice on establishing lawns, contact your county cooperative 

extension service. In DuPage County, the number is 630-955-1123. 

 

Late summer or early autumn is the best time to divide perennials 

that bloom in the spring and summer. 

 

Plant peonies from the end of the month through October. 

 

Continue regular weeding and monitoring for insect and disease 

problems. 

 

Start cuttings of herbs to grow on a sunny window sill during the 

winter. 

 

Order spring flowering bulbs to plant this fall. 

 

Treat lawn for grubs and Japanese beetle larvae in mid-August 

through September. 
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Our August Meeting 

Blooming Bulbs: Have you always imagined that bulbs were only for the 

spring (think daffodils and tulips)? Actually, bulbs give us flowers that 

add color to our garden from early spring to late fall, blooming in many 

colors, shapes, sizes and heights. 

At our August 6 meeting, we will welcome Nancy Bell from the 

University of Illinois Extension. She will give us tips on Blooming Bulbs: 

common and not-so-common bulbs and their allies; including bulbs for 

each season, choosing bulbs for color and size, planting, watering issues 

and pointers on their use as cut flowers. 

Nancy has been a Master Gardener since 2003. She loves sharing her 

passion for gardening with other gardeners like us. Come, learn from 

Nancy, and go home with ideas for making your garden even more 

interesting and lovely. 

 

Marilyn Sweeney 

------------------------------------------------- 
Gardening this summer? Whether you’re new to gardening or have a green 

thumb, remember to keep your health and safety a priority. Did you know 

that gardeners can be prone to tetanus infections? Tetanus lives in the soil 

and enters the body through breaks in the skin, especially when using 

sharp tools, digging in the dirt, or handling plants with sharp points.   

 

If you don’t know if your tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis (Tdap) 

vaccination is up to date, check with your primary doctor. Add this to your 

“to do list” in February each year before garden season begins. Medicare 

prescription drug coverage (Part D) generally covers shots needed to 

prevent illness. Contact your Medicare drug plan for more information 

about coverage. 

 

Use a good set of gardening gloves, which can help lower the risk for skin 

irritations and cuts.   
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Monarchs  

 

Have you seen the Monarchs yet? It seems as 

though one visits my yard quite regularly. It 

flies around a few times, stops by to visit me and 

then flies off. It’s delightful! 

These “charmers” have been seen as far north as Nova Scotia.  

They only live for 2-6 weeks during breeding season. All energy is 

focused on reproduction. Females search for milkweed to lay some 

of their 400-600 eggs on and males patrol the milkweed to find 

females with whom to mate. 

Monarchs can produce a new generation once a month, resulting in 

as many as four generations during the breeding season. The 

population grows, so they become more noticeable as the summer 

wears on. 

Patti Loechl   
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Creekside Park 

 

The Gazebo at 

Creekside Park is 

looking very 

beautiful. The 

perennials have 

really filled in. 

Phlox and lilies are 

in bloom and, of 

course, the purple 

coneflower has 

appeared.  If anyone 

would like some for 

their yard, feel free to dig some up. 

The other picture here is from a 

few weeks ago. A full crew from 

the Park District came to clean up 

the new space over near the Creek 

where a tree was taken out. I’m 

trying to add and move some of 

our native pollinator plants. They 

also planted a new shrub (Itea 

Virginia Morton) at the center back 

of the Gazebo. 

Thanks to those who are helping 

there. 

 

Patti Loechl   
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WINFIELD AREA GARDENER’S MINUTES 

July 2, 2019 

The meeting was held at Diane Brown’s home, 414 S. Lorraine, Wheaton.  Anna Saake provided 

refreshments, and Karen Skillman provided beverages. 20 attended the meeting, including 3 of 

Diane’s neighbors. 

 

The meeting began, as people arrived, with informally touring Diane’s gardens, including two fairy 

gardens, one in the back yard and one around the boulevard tree in front. Diane has spent more than 

40 years, that she and her family have lived in the house, creating these gardens…truly a labor of 

love. As many of us were settling into chairs to enjoy sociability and refreshments, a sudden 

downpour drove us for shelter in the house or garage. When the rain abated, the garage refugees 

moved into the house for the business part of the meeting. 

 

Pat Willis began the meeting at 7:15 p.m. with the enthusiastic report that the Plant, Garage & Bake 

Sale on June 21 – 22 brought in $1905.06, and she thanked everyone for their contributions of 

items and of work.  This year we had only a few house plants, compared to nearly a table full last 

year. There were several garage sale items, including some power tools that brought in more than 

$20 apiece. The bake sale brought in over $300.  

 

With this year’s sale freshly in mind, it’s time to start thinking of ways to improve next year’s sale. 

Suggestions were made to offer coffee in the mornings to go along with the baked goods, since 

there is an electrical outlet at the shelter, and we could also consider selling bottled water. Other 

suggestions were to offer annuals and to have a larger sign at Winfield Road and Beecher Street. 

WAG will be selling mums and asters in Creekside Park on Sunday, September 8, as part of Good 

Old Days. It was suggested that we consider including a bake goods table with that sale. Patti 

Loechl will contact the Winfield Park District to ascertain that we will be able to hold the sale on 

that date without needing to pay a large fee. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Beginning Balance (6-1) 4,280.35 

Expenses 

June speaker 100.00 

Name tags 14.04 

Plant, etc. sale expenses 57.60 

(Paid to Pat Willis) 

 

Deposits 

Plant, etc. sale 1905.06 

 

Balance on Hand (7-1) 5941.77 

 

At 8:08, Pat moved to adjourn the meeting, and Patti Loechl seconded the motion. 

WAG thanks Diane Brown for her hospitality and the opportunity to see her beautiful garden. 

Barbara Whitney,  

Secretary  
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Upcoming events outside of the club: 

 
Bees and Beyond, a program running through September, is informative and entertaining. 

 

Fun Facts about nocturnal pollination: The agave plant, source of tequila, is pollinated at 

night by bats.  Bats also pollinate avocado trees.  So basically, the Mexican restaurant industry 

is beholden to flying rodents working the night shift.  Did you know, 90% of flowering plants 

depend on animals for reproduction, aka pollination?   

With the help of a yellow pamphlet, visitors can make a treasure hunt out of finding the signs 

for all the areas at CBG to learn about pollinators.  Are you a member of the Morton 

Arboretum?  Did you know you can use your Morton Arb pass for free entry at the Chicago 

Botanic Garden?  Go explore!   www.chicagobotanic.org/beesandbeyond 

 

 

Free admission, food demos, yoga tent, health and wellness speakers, live music 

www.veggiefestchicago.com 

http://www.facebook.com/
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  www.dupageforest.org 
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  www.facebook.com/DupageOrganicGardenClub 
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Looking for a quick getaway?  Take a road trip to Elkhart County, Indiana 

www.quiltgardens.com 
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Programs for 2019 

February 10 

 

Luncheon July 2 Visit and Tour 

Diane Brown’s Garden 

March 5 Show-Stopping Shrubs  

Laura Christensen 

August 6 Blooming Bulbs – Nancy Bell, 

DuPage Extension Master Gardener 

April 2 

 

Nature Themed Notecards 

Susan Brooks 

Sept  3 Butterfly Gardening 

 

May 7 Dahlias! Living Fireworks 

Carol Chicorski 

October 1 Backyard Birds and Bird Feeding 

June 4 Best New Plants 

Kim Hartman 

November 5 
 

What is an English Garden? 

June 21 & 22 Plant and Garage sale December 3 Holiday Party & Potluck Dinner 
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CLUB INFORMATION 

Membership information 

Dues for 2019: $25 per person 

Meetings: February through December:  

1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Board: 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Regular meeting location: 

Christ Our Savior Church, 501 Summit AV, Winfield 

 

OFFICERS: 

Co-Presidents - Patricia Willis – 630-653-1795 

patw307@comcast.net 

Diane Brown – 630-653-1087  

dgrace05@gmail.com 

Vice President - Programs 

Marilyn Sweeny 630-668-8558 

Marilyn.Sweeny@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President – Membership 

Sue Jansen – 630-665-8043 

xtbjansen@gmail.com  

Treasurer – Joan Mruk 630-525-0713 

joan.mruk@yahoo.com 

Secretary – Barbara Whitney 630-231-0320 

barbara.whitney001@gmail.com 

Co-Newsletter Editors  

Anita Elbe 630-204-3204  

aj3204.ae@gmail.com 

Melody Barszcz 630-871-1968 

melbarszcz@gmail.com 

Submissions due two weeks prior to meetings 

August Birthdays 

Dawn Harrington                      8/5 

Jan Zubrod                              8/10 

Janice Schuler                         8/13 

Barbara Whitney                    8/27 
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